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Body & Soul

Jesus Says: ‘I Will Ask the Father’

It is a meaningful thing to know that others are 
praying for us — to know a fellow Christian has 
taken up our burden, our deep concern, our anxie-
ty or sorrow and prayed to the Lord about it. How 
much more meaningful should it be for us, then, 
when we consider that Jesus Himself prays for us?

The fact that Jesus intercedes for us is well known 
and is rightly rooted in Romans 8:34 and Hebrews 
7:25.  But recently I was struck by this truth in 
John 14:16, where Jesus says to the disciples, “I 
will ask the Father, and he will give you another 
Helper, to be with you forever.” What caught my 
attention afresh was the familiar confidence in 

the wording, “I will ask the Father.” Notice as well 
that what He will ask for is something audacious, 
amazing — something that would seem ridicu-
lous, impossible, too much to ask for on our own. 
Jesus will ask the Father to send God the Holy 
Spirit to dwell within us.

These first disciples were worried by Jesus’ state-
ment that He would be leaving. He comforts them 
with this truth that they cannot yet understand, 
but one that this side of Pentecost we can better 
understand though not fully grasp. Think about it. 
The reason we are not left alone, distant from God, 
is that Jesus asked the Father to send us His Holy 
Spirit — the Spirit of God dwelling in still-sinful-
though-redeemed human beings.

If Jesus can secure that for us, what else can He 
get? If He has secured for us the Holy Spirit, then 
surely we should trust that He will supply all else 
we truly need. “He who did not spare his own Son 
but gave him up for us all, how will he not also 
with him graciously give us all things?” (Romans 
8:32). The very Son of God, who upholds the uni-
verse by the word of His power (Hebrews 1:3), also 
uses His words to intercede for us.

Notice also that the One He will ask is His Father. 
Jesus is not having to persuade a grumpy God. 

He is appealing to the God who sent Him for our 
redemption, the God who is already favorably 
disposed to us as believers, as we can see from the 
fact that He is also willing to be called our Father 
and for us to be known as His children (1 John 
3:1). This God is committed to our care.

So then, fellow Christian, Jesus prays for us, and 
He does not merely mumble our names. He prays 
audacious prayers, things beyond what we could 
imagine or think. And He does not beseech some 
distant God, but His very own Father, who has 
shown how great is His love for us. Can we not 
then go forth today to face any challenge, to brave 
any foe, to attempt any task that He gives us? For, 
if God be for us, who can be against us?

—Ray Van Neste is vice president for university 
ministries and dean of the School of Theology & 

Missions at Union University.

Reproduced by permission of the Baptist and Reflec-
tor, the official news journal of the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention.For more info visit 
BaptistandReflector.org.
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Advertise with Us in 2027
BUSINESSES | SERVICES | NON-PROFITS

Nashville Christian Family is a trusted, faith-centered
publication reaching thousands of readers across the greater
Nashville area. Promote your business, service, or non-profit

in 2027 and connect with a community that values faith,
family, and purpose.

Let’s share your story with
a community that cares.

CONTACT US TODAY ›

https://www.bottradionetwork.com
https://nashchristian.com/partners/
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An Encouraging Word

How often have we prayed or sung, “God Bless America”? What do we mean 
when we invoke our Heavenly Father’s favor on our country? What are we 
asking God to do in America? Are we asking for freedom from famine, war 
and poverty?

At least for born-again Christians, the blessings requested center on more 
spiritual things such as Christian conversions, revival and spiritual awaken-
ing, and bringing society to ever more biblical understandings and practices 
in its families, churches, laws, and individual and collective morality.

Our Heavenly Father has given us divine guidance in Holy Scripture on the 
means to invoke such blessings on society. In 2 Chronicles 7:14, God says, “If 
My people, who are called by My name, will humble themselves, and pray, 
and seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from 
heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their land.”

This promise was given originally to God’s chosen people, the Jews, through 
Solomon at the dedication of the Temple. God warned that if His people 
turned away from Him and served other gods, He would uproot them from 
the land. He was revealing to His people the basis on which His blessings 
would be poured out.

While America is not Israel, God’s dealings with Israel in the Old Testament 
provide vivid and inspirational examples of how He deals with the redeemed 
from every segment of the human family. Do promises such as those enu-
merated in 2 Chronicles 7:14 apply to America and her Christians? Yes, they 
do. These promises are available to any nation’s Christians who are obediently 

fulfilling the prerequisites.

So what does the America God can bless look like? First, who are the “My 
people” of 2 Chronicles 7:14 in today’s world? For America, they are those 
people of every Christian denomination who have given their lives to the 
Lord Jesus and trusted Him alone and His sacrifice on the cross for their 
salvation.

To “humble ourselves” means to realize that in ourselves we cannot bring 
about spiritual revival — personal or national. All we can bring to the table 
concerning personal and national renewal is confession, faith, humility, and 
obedience. Of course, prayer is the primary vehicle for human beings to be 
in conversation with our Heavenly Father, as Jesus teaches us in the Lord’s 
Prayer (Matthew 6:5–15). The America God can bless is a country with a 
“critical mass” of born-again Christians who are daily turning “from their 
wicked ways,” seeking His face (i.e., His will), and seeking to do His will.

Such an America would look radically different from our country today. 
Premarital sex would be rare, as would divorce and out-of-wedlock births, as 
millions more American Christians would live in obedience to God’s morali-
ty in their personal and family lives. Our national sin of abortion on demand 
(child sacrifice to the pagan gods of social convenience and material well-be-
ing) would be declared illegal and become largely unimaginable.

America would once again assume its crucial role in speaking out for basic 
human rights for all people and would see its worldwide Christian evangeli-
zation efforts rejuvenated and expanded.

I do not think it can be denied that, in spite of all our shortcomings and 
failures, God has blessed America. It strains credulity to believe that America 
could have been as fortunate as she has been over her long and glorious 250-
year history without providential intervention. However, if America does not 
turn back to the God of our Founding Fathers, I fear the blessings will cease.

I believe it must be said that we are already under God’s increasing judgment 
because of our having aborted more than 75 million of our unborn children. 
I believe there are two major reasons God has not judged America more 
harshly than He has up to this point.

The first reason is our strong national support for God’s chosen people, the 
Jews, and the State of Israel. God has promised to bless those who bless His 
people and to judge those who do not (Genesis 12). Second, in spite of our 
national flaws, we still provide an outsized share of the personnel and materi-
al support for worldwide missions and evangelism.

God has revealed to us the model of national blessing — repentance, hu-
mility, and obedience. Let us all pray that each of us will embrace the path 
to blessing and that it will bring about revival, spiritual awakening, and the 
reformation we so desperately need.

Revival is when God’s people get right with God. Awakening is when the 
Holy Spirit brings a great movement of conversion across society and great 
numbers are added to the roll call of faith. Reformation occurs when the 
saved who have been revived, and the lost who have been saved, come to-
gether to reform the whole society in accordance with God’s moral law. It has 
happened before and can happen again.

What better way to honor our nation’s 250th birthday than through our re-
pentance, obedience, and dedication to help usher in such manifest blessings 
for our country?

—Dr. Richard D. Land

Published originally in Decision magazine (June 2026).

The America God Can Bless



Spiritual Goal for October

If so, below is a simple outline for someone of any age who is not a Believer to act on their desire to accept Jesus Christ into their heart as their Savior. 

Plan of Salvation

God’s Plan of Salvation
God created us to honor and serve Him
Revelation 4:11: “You are worthy, O Lord, To receive glory and honor and 
power; For You created all things, And by Your will they exist and were 
created

Each of us has sinned against God
Romans 3:10: As it is written, “There is none righteous, no, not one”
Romans3:23: For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,

The penalty for sin is eternal separation from God and Heaven
Romans 6:23: For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal 
life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Good works cannot ever earn God’s forgiveness and Salvation
Titus 3:5: not by works of righteousness which we have done, but accord-
ing to His mercy He saved us.

God loves each of us
John 3:16: For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, 
that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.

Jesus Christ died on the cross in our place, paying the penalty for our sin
Romans 5:8: But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while 
we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

We each must accept Jesus Christ as our personal Savior
Romans 10:9: that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and 
believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be 
saved.

Romans 10:13: For “whoever calls on the name of the LORD shall be saved.”

To accept Christ into your heart and life, pray a simple prayer along these 
lines - “Dear God, I know that I am a sinner and I am sorry for my sins. I 
know that Jesus died for my sins and the sins of the world. Right now, I ask 
Jesus into my heart and receive Him as my personal Savior. Forgive me of 
my sins, thank you for saving me through the blood of Jesus. Please Lord, 
help me live for you. In Jesus name, amen.”

All scriptures are taken from The New King James Version of the Holy Bible.
If you do not have your own Bible, email publisher@nashchristian.com and we will 
make sure you receive one.

Has something in the magazine or something you have discussed with someone or some thoughts that you have had or 
something that you have heard, brought you to a point of realizing that you want and need to know Christ in the truest 
and personal sense?

If so, below is a simple outline for someone of any age who is not a Believer to act on their desire to accept Jesus Christ into their heart as their Savior. 

DO YOU HAVE YOUR OWN BIBLE?
 If you would like to receive a Bible at no cost, 

email ncfpublication@gmail.com. 

Pressure Produces Power!

“We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, 
but not in despair.” 

2 Corinthians 4:8 (NIV)

Message

Pressure isn’t the end, it’s the beginning of breakthrough. God 
never wastes the pressure. In fact, some of the greatest anoint-
ings are released when the squeeze is the tightest.

Diamonds form under pressure. Olive oil flows through crush-
ing. Wine comes from pressing the grape. So if you’re feeling 
hard-pressed right now... you’re in good company. You’re being 
produced, not punished.

The enemy wants you to think the pressure means defeat. But 
God says the pressure means preparation. You’re not being 
crushed… you’re being conditioned. You’re not being broken, 
you’re being built. Something powerful is being born through 
the pressing. Don’t give in. Don’t tap out. Stay in the process. 
Because pressure in the hands of God always leads to power.

Prayer For Today

Heavenly Father, I may be feeling pressed on every side, but I 
trust that You are producing something greater in me. Strength-
en me in the pressure. Use it to shape me, refine me, and release 
Your power through my life. I believe You are turning this 
crushing into calling. In Jesus’ name, amen. May God Bless 
your day abundantly!

—Mark W. Koch
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About Our Advertisers
Please support these local businesses that support Nashville Christian Family 
with their advertising. Support us by patronizing them.
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Special Thanks to our
Valued Corporate

Community Partners
who directly impact the ability of Nashville Christian Family 

to reach people with the Good News of Jesus Christ 
and other relevant and timely information.

Become a Partner & Spread Good News!
To find out how your company can become a 

Community Partner, visit NashChristian.com/Partner 
or call 615-815-8765

& ORAL SURGERY

917 Society – www.917society.org, 615-200-6106

Ben Davis – www.selectpointebd.com, 615-584-4946

Bott Radio Network – www.bottradionetwork.com, 615-871-1160

Cadie Bugg Studios – www.cadiebuggstudios.com, 615-801-7337

Celebration Concert Tours – www.celebrationconcerttours.com, 615-771-2665

Celebration Ministry Staffing – www.celebrationministrystaffing.com  615-656-8242

Century 21 Capital Properties - www.c21capitalproperties.com, 615-538-8330

Cookies Cabins and Condos – www.cookiescabinsandcondos.com  

Darrell Waltrip Subaru – www.darrellwaltripsubaru.com, 615-656-7115 

David Rives Ministries – www.davidrivesministries.org, 931-212-7990

Find Christian Links – www.findchristianlinks.com

Israel The Miracle – www.israelthemiracle.com

Jerusalem Art Project – www.thejerusalemartproject.com

Koin Credit Union – www.koincu.org, (800) 833-6805, (615) 251-2089

Known Clay Designs – www.knownclaydesigns.com 

Larry Crain – www.crainlaw.legal, 615-376-2600

Lee Company – www.leecompany.com, 615-567-1000 

Molly Maid - www.mollymaid.com/s-davidson-williamson-maury-counties/about-us/contact-us, 

615-794-0200

Nashville Christian Songwriters - www.nashvillechristiansongwriters.com, 615-592-1212

Portico – www.porticostory.org, 615-893-0228

Raising Christian Disciples – www.raisingdisciplesconference.com

Renewed Life Ministries Outreach – www.rlmo.org, 931-716-0733

Sight, The Movie – www.sight.drmingwang.com 

Solace Oral Surgery - www.solaceoralsurgery.com, 615-320-1392

Swanson Christian Products, www.swansoninc.com, 615-896-4114 

Swanson Real Estate – www.swansondev.com, 615-896-0000

The Salvation Army – Nashville Area Command – www.salvationarmynashville.org, 615-242-0411

TN Christian Chamber of Commerce – www.tnchristianchamber.org,  615-815876

Trevecca Nazarene University – www.trevecca.edu, 615-248-1200

United Way of Greater Nashville – www.unitedwaygreaternashville.org, 615-255-8501

Wang Vision Institute – www.wangvisioninstitute.com, 615-257-8537

Wallin, Hargis, &  Colquette Wealth Advisors - www.whcwealth.com, 615-236-2220

WayFm – www.wayfm.com, 615-261-9293

WHTN/CTN TV – www.ctntv.org, 615-754-0039

Williamson County Homeless Alliance – www.wilcohomeless.com, 615-499-0071

Wonders Center and Science Museum – www.wonderscenter.org, 931-212-7990
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