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Mother’s Day is a celebration that honors mothers, moth-
erhood, maternal bonds, and the lasting influence of 
mothers in society. It is observed on various dates around 
the world, most commonly in March, April, or May.

The formal designation of Mother’s Day as a holiday be-
gan in the United States. While many cultures through-
out history have celebrated mothers and motherhood—
such as the Greek worship of Cybele, the Roman festival 
of Hilaria, and the Christian observance of Mothering 
Sunday—modern Mother’s Day is not directly descended from these traditions. 
However, in some countries, the holiday has become closely associated with these 
older customs.

The modern observance of Mother’s Day began in 1908 when Anna Jarvis held a 
memorial service for her mother in America. She then launched a campaign to 
make Mother’s Day an officially recognized holiday in the United States. Her efforts 
were successful in 1914, when the holiday was formally established. However, by 
the 1920s, Jarvis had become deeply disappointed by its growing commercializa-
tion. Jarvis’s vision of Mother’s Day spread internationally and is now celebrated 
around the world. In this tradition, people honor their mothers, grandmothers, 
and maternal figures with gifts, cards, flowers, and acts of remembrance.

There were earlier observances honoring mothers in America during the 1870s and 
1880s, but these remained local and never gained widespread recognition. Jarvis 
did not acknowledge Julia Ward Howe’s efforts in the 1870s to establish a “Mother’s 
Day for Peace,” nor did she connect her holiday to Protestant church celebrations 
such as Children’s Day. She also did not associate it with the traditional Christian 
observance of Mothering Sunday, maintaining instead that the creation of Mother’s 
Day was entirely her own.

In 1912, Anna Jarvis trademarked the phrases “second Sunday in May” and “Moth-
er’s Day,” and founded the Mother’s Day International Association. She specifical-
ly insisted that “Mother’s” should remain a singular possessive—emphasizing that 
each family should honor its own mother, rather than using a plural possessive to 
commemorate all mothers collectively.

Proverbs 31:25 “She is clothed with strength and dignity; she can laugh at the days 
to come.” John 16:21 “A woman giving birth to a child has pain because her time 
has come; but when her baby is born she forgets the anguish because of her joy that 
a child is born into the world.” Proverbs 31:28–29 “Her children rise up and call her 
blessed; her husband also, and he praises her: ‘Many women have done excellently, but 
you surpass them all.’” Proverbs 31:25-27 “Strength and honor are her clothing; she 
is confident about the future. Her mouth is full of wisdom; kindly teaching is on her 
tongue. She is vigilant over the activities of her household; she doesn’t eat the food of 
laziness.” These are from the NIV.
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Are We There Yet?

Don’t Miss the Creation Event of the Year this June!

As the school year winds down and families across Middle Tennessee look 
ahead to summer plans, many are searching for experiences that go beyond 
simple entertainment that might include something meaningful and en-
gaging. Just west of Nashville in Dickson, The Wonders Center & Science 
Museum continues to offer exactly that: a place where families can explore 
science through a biblical lens, while making lasting memories together.

The Wonders Center represents more than just a day trip. It’s an opportunity to 
reinforce biblical truth in a culture where questions about origins, science, and 
faith are increasingly common. This summer, the museum is expanding its of-
ferings with an exciting lineup of family-friendly events and exhibits designed 
to encourage learning, spiritual growth, and fun all at the same time. 

The Summer Highlight and Creation Event of the Year!
The highlight of the season is the Wonders of Creation Conference: The Ev-
idence Speaks,  June 10th – 12th, a three-day event presented in partnership 
with the Institute for Creation Research (ICR), a leading scientific research 
organization dedicated to studying origins science from a biblical perspective 
(icr.org). This powerful and thought-provoking experience brings together 
PhD scientists, researchers, and experts in creation science and is designed for 
all ages, with age-appropriate breakout sessions that explore scientific topics 
through the authority of Scripture. 

Conference sessions address many of the questions Christians encounter to-
day, including topics surrounding dinosaurs, DNA evidence, fossil records, 
geology, the age of the Earth, Origins, and Biological Design. Through re-
search-driven presentations, attendees will examine current scientific findings 
and learn the differences between evolutionary and biblical frameworks.

Additional sessions explore topics such as evidence of a global flood and rapid 
geological change, the presence of soft tissue in dinosaur fossils, and the com-
plexity of living systems, pointing to intentional design rather than random 
processes.

Participants will learn how there is proof that living things are designed with 
purpose, how DNA comparisons are used to talk about human origins, and 
how cells function like complex machines. These sessions will help attendees 
better understand science from a biblical perspective and feel more confident 
discussing these topics in everyday life. Discounts for the conference are avail-
able for families and museum members.

Wonders Center & Science Museum Founder and Director David Rives, 
a respected voice in creation science and biblical authority, will be featured 
throughout the conference. His presentation, reflecting the themes of his book, 
Wonders Without Number, takes attendees on a journey through the universe 
and living systems, pointing to clear evidence of intentional design.

Reflecting on the upcoming summer season at the Wonders Center, Rives 
shared, “We want families to walk away not only amazed by what they’ve seen, 
but strengthened in what they believe. With everything happening this sum-
mer, from the conference to our new exhibits, we’re continuing to create an 
environment where faith and science work together to point people back to 
the Creator.”

NEW Exhibit This Summer: Wonders of the Sea Grand Opening Kids Day 
- May 26th. In addition to the conference, The Wonders Center is preparing 
to unveil its newest attraction: the 
“Wonders of the Sea” exhibit. 
This immersive experience will 
take families beneath the surface 
to explore live marine life, ocean 
ecosystems, and the intricate de-
sign found in God’s underwater 
creation. It’s an exciting addition 
that expands the museum’s al-
ready diverse range of exhibits, 
giving returning visitors some-
thing entirely new to experience.  
This event is a discounted ticket 
day.

Immersive Experiences & Hands-On Learning for All Ages. Inside the 
museum, families can already 
enjoy a variety of interactive 
displays covering topics like 
dinosaurs, space, biology, and 
earth science, and learning sta-
tions which make it easy for 
children to engage, all presented 
from a biblical worldview. The 
Wonders Center also features a 
literature exhibit, which reveals 

an authentic 1,000-year-old Bible scroll. Another immersive experience for all 
ages to enjoy is one of the top ten planetarium experiences in the world, The 
Heavens Declare, exploring space from a creation perspective.

Plan Your Visit. Throughout the summer months, additional family events 
and programs will provide even more reasons to visit. Whether attending the 
conference, exploring new exhibits, or simply spending a day learning togeth-
er, The Wonders Center offers a refreshing alternative to typical summer activ-
ities and a chance to escape the summer heat!
For Nashville Christian Family readers, The Wonders Center & Science Mu-
seum stands as a reminder that learning about the world God created can be 
both exciting and faith-affirming. It’s a place where curiosity is welcomed, and 
truth is explored. 

To learn more about the Wonders of Creation Conference, upcoming sum-
mer events, or to plan your visit, go to wonderscenter.org.  

To learn about an upcoming special appreciation luncheon and museum 
experience for pastors and ministry leaders 
email: outreach@davidrivesministries.org before May 14th.

Wonders Center & Science Museum
855 TN-46, Dickson, TN 37055, (931) 212-7990

—Christine Johnson is a writer and Director of Public Relations
at the Wonders Center & Science Museum.

New Summer Experiences at the Wonders Center and Science Museum

Visit: wonderscenter.org Visit: davidrivesministries.org

http://wonderscenter.org
http://davidrivesministries.org


7May 2026

NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE
JULY 24-25 AT THE JW MARRIOTT

MAKE THE MARKETPLACE THE MIRACLE PLACE

I G N I T E - KG .O R G

GET YOUR TICKETS TODAY
SCAN THE QR CODE

TJ O’DONNELL | BOBBY WILLIAMS | MICHAEL PINK | KAP CHATFIELD | BEN UTECHT | ANGEL BARNETT | KRAIG & DESIREE BOUGHER | ADAM JULCH
WITH SPECIAL MUSICAL GUEST, JASMINE BRADY

JOANNE MOODY WILL HART

Secrets From the Studio

Brought to you by: WHTN/CTN TV • www.ctntv.org 2 5  y e a r s  o f  g o o d  n e w
s

NASHV I L L E  C H R I S T I A N  FA MI LY

The Power of a Broken Road
On a recent episode of 
Bridges, I welcomed Ter-
rell and Brandy Scott for 
a deeply personal and in-
spiring conversation about 
what they call “the power of 
a broken road.” The phrase 
captures an essential truth that our journeys, with 
all their twists, turns, and unexpected detours, of-
ten lead us exactly where we are meant to be. 

Terrell and Brandy Scott are no strangers to life’s 
challenges. As pastors and founders of Restora-
tion Place Church, the couple has shared openly 
their experiences with disappointment, loss, and 
redemption. During our conversation they reflect-
ed on how broken seasons shaped their faith and 
deepened their understanding of God’s purpose. 
Instead of viewing pain as something to avoid, 
they described how trials became opportunities for 
transformation — chances to discover resilience, 
hope, and renewed calling. 

Brokenness can be Painful and Purposeful

Brandy shared that early in their marriage, life 
didn’t unfold as they had planned. There were sea-
sons of financial struggle, ministry setbacks, and 
personal heartbreak. Yet in the middle of those 

hardships, she said, came moments of profound 
clarity. “When you’re walking a broken road “you 
learn to depend on God in ways you never would 
if everything were easy.” 
Her words highlighted a 
universal truth: broken-
ness can be both painful 
and purposeful. 

Terrell echoed that senti-
ment, adding that broken 
roads reveal what truly matters. He spoke about 
how failure, disappointment, and the feeling of be-
ing “stuck” often prepare people for

 greater things. “If we avoid the broken road,” he 
said, “we also avoid the blessings that come from 
it.” His perspective reminded viewers that detours 
may actually be divine redirection — an idea that 
aligns beautifully with the theme of Bridge, a show 
dedicated to connecting spiritual insight with re-
al-life experience. 

Learning to see Pain as a Process Not a Destina-
tion

I think the conversation highlights how disappoint-
ments and detours can be redeemed by God and 
used to make us more resilient people. The Scotts 

encouraged viewers to see pain as a process, not a 
destination. They spoke about forgiveness, com-
munity support, and the importance of being hon-
est about one’s struggles — themes that have been 
central to their ministry. Their authenticity offered 
hope: even when the path seems unclear, faith can 
transform broken pieces into something beautiful. 

Throughout this conversation, one message stood 
out clearly: broken roads are not failures. They are 
faith-building experiences that draw us closer to 
God and equip us to help others. For Terrell and 
Brandy Scott, the broken road wasn’t just a chapter 
in their journey — it was the foundation of their 
purpose. that sometimes the most powerful testi-
monies are born from the hardest paths to walk.

Today’s Secret from the Studio: The hardest paths 
to walk may get you exactly where you are meant 
to be.

—Monica Schmelter is the host
of Bridges on Christian Television 

Network and airs in over
50 million homes,

You can also watch on demand at
bridgeswithmonica.com

https://ignite-kg.ticketspice.com/ignite-kingdom-conference-2026
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Family Matters

Christian Parenting: Teaching Kids About Jesus’ Wedding Promise
The Ancient Wedding Custom. As wedding sea-
son arrives and we celebrate love and commitment, 
there’s a beautiful story from ancient times that 
helps us understand 
Jesus’ love for us in 
a whole new way. 
This is a wonderful 
teaching moment 
for our children!

The Covenant Ceremony. In Jesus’ day, when a 
young man decided he wanted to marry a woman, 
he would bring both families together for a special 
ceremony. The young man would pour wine into 
a cup and offer it to the woman he loved, saying 
something like, “I am making a covenant with you. 
Do you accept?”

If she drank from the cup, her answer was yes. In 
that moment, they became betrothed, a commit-
ment even stronger than our modern engagement. 
It’s an engagement that can only be broken by di-
vorce; a formal legal proceeding called a “get” in 
Hebrew.

The Time of Separation. The couple would sepa-
rate and return to their own homes. Communica-
tion happened through a trusted friend who car-
ried messages between them and helped prepare 

for the wedding day. During this time, the bride’s 
identity changed. She was considered “bought with 
a price” because the groom had paid a bride price 
to her family. She wore special clothing, so every-
one knew she belonged to someone. And she lived 
in anticipation, watching and waiting, because she 
had no idea when her groom would come back for 
her.

The Groom’s Preparation. Meanwhile, the groom 
was hard at work building a home for his bride, 
typically by adding rooms to his father’s existing 
house. Multiple generations often lived together in 
these extended family homes.

It’s important to know that the groom couldn’t 
decide when the construction was complete. That 
decision was entirely his father’s. Only when the 
father inspected the work and declared, “It is fin-
ished. It is ready,” could the wedding proceed.

The Joyful Return. When that moment finally 
came, the groom would call his friends together. 
They would march through the streets toward the 
bride’s home, blowing shofars, which are ram’s horn 
trumpets, to announce his arrival. The bride, hear-
ing those trumpet blasts, would know her waiting 
was over. She would hurry down to meet him, and 
together with all the wedding guests, they would 

travel to the groom’s house for a blessed celebration 
feast.

The Beautiful Connection. Now, think about Jesus 
at the Passover table with His disciples. He lifted a 
cup, the cup traditionally set aside for the promised 
Messiah, and He drank from it. In doing so, He was 
declaring Himself the long-awaited Savior. Then 
He explained that this cup represented a new cove-
nant, sealed not with wine, but with His own blood.

Jesus’ Promise to Us. Before He left, Jesus made 
this promise that His Father’s house will have many 
rooms (John 14:2-3) and just as the ancient groom 
returned to His Father’s house to prepare our home, 
Jesus returned to His Father’s house to prepare our 
home. 

A Teaching Moment. So, this wedding season, 
help your children remember the greatest promise 
of all. Jesus is preparing a place for us. And oh, what 
a celebration awaits!

—Lee Ann Mancini is an author, 
founder of Raising Christian Kids, 

adjunct professor at South Florida Bible 
College & Theological Seminary, and 

executive producer of the
animated series Sea Kids.

1. Is There A Difference Between My Rights Un-
der the Tennessee Constitution Versus the Feder-
al Constitution?

Most state constitutions, including that of Ten-
nessee, are patterned after the U.S. Constitution. 
However, state constitutions may provide greater 
protection or may even protect rights that are not 
protected by the United States Constitution.

Tennessee courts have, in certain instances, held 
that the rights protected under the Tennessee Con-
stitution are broader in scope than those granted 
under the U.S. Constitution.  For example, in the 
area of familial privacy, our state Supreme Court 
has held that Tennessee may impose higher stand-

ards and stronger protections than those set by the 
federal constitution.

2. What Right Does the Government Have to Lis-
ten In On My Private Communications?

There is considerable debate today over the “For-
eign Intelligence Surveillance Act”, often referred to 
as FISA Section 702. This provision authorizes the 
U.S. government to conduct targeted surveillance 
of non-Americans located outside the U.S. to col-
lect foreign intelligence information, often using 
U.S. tech companies.

Proponents of this law say that the government 
uses the information collected to protect the Unit-

ed States and its allies 
from hostile foreign adversaries, including terror-
ists, proliferators, and spies, and to inform cyberse-
curity efforts A “FISA Court” reviews and approves 
the government’s use of this tool.

Opponents of this provision claim that the U.S. 
government engages in mass, warrantless surveil-
lance of Americans’ and foreigners’ phone calls, 
text messages, emails, and other electronic com-
munications. This information can then be used 
to prosecute and imprison people, even for crimes 
that have nothing to do with national security.  

The constitutional right at stake is found in the 
Fourth Amendment’s protection against unlawful 
search and seizure.

—Larry L. Crain, Crain Law Group, PLLC
crainlaw.legal, 615-376-2600

Constitution Corner

2 5  y e a r s  o f  g o o d  n e w
s

NASHV I L L E  C H R I S T I A N  FA MI LY

Brought to you by: Larry Crain • www.crainlaw.legal

Questions and Answers
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Trevecca Nazarene University President Dr. Dan 
Boone announced today his plans to retire in 
2027, concluding more than two decades of trans-
formational leadership at the Nashville-based 
Christian University.  

A 1974 graduate of Trevecca, Boone became the 
University’s 11th president in 2005, and under his 
leadership, the University experienced unprece-
dented growth, positioning it for continued mo-
mentum in the years ahead. Throughout Boone’s 
time in this role, Trevecca has grown from approx-
imately 2,000 students to nearly 4,000 and expand-
ed its academic offerings to more than 100 pro-
grams ranging from associate degrees to doctoral 
programs. The University has also invested more 
than $250 million in campus construction and ren-
ovation while strengthening its reputation for aca-
demic excellence and student support.

“Throughout my long relationship with Trevecca, 
I’ve believed deeply that the work of this University 

is part of God’s work in the world,” Boone said. “I 
felt a specific calling to accept the position initial-
ly, and it has been clear to me throughout my time 
here that I was called to help lead that work. My 
relationship with and commitment to Trevecca re-
mains strong; however, in recent months, I’ve felt 
a deep peace that my season as president is draw-
ing to a close. Trevecca is at an exceptionally strong 
moment in its nearly 125-year history, and I’m con-
fident the next leader will continue building on that 
foundation. Until that time comes, my wife Denise 
and I remain fully committed to serving this com-
munity and helping ensure a strong and thoughtful 
transition.”

Trevecca Nazarene University’s Board of Trustees 
Chair, Dr. Brian Wilson, commended Boone’s in-
credible years of service and legacy by saying, “We 
are profoundly grateful for the outstanding and vi-
sionary leadership of Dr. Dan Boone and his stew-
ardship of the University with wisdom, competence 
and unwavering diligence. So much could be said 
about his great accomplishments, from record en-
rollment to the addition of modern academic and 
residential facilities and dozens of new academic 
programs. Each of those accomplishments come as 
a result of teamwork with an outstanding cabinet 
and partners with whom Dr. Boone has surround-
ed himself. Dr. Boone and First Lady Denise are 
both deeply loved and respected by the Trevecca 
community, and we wish them God’s richest joys 
and blessings in the next chapter of their life and 
ministry.”

Wilson continued, “The landscape of higher educa-
tion in the United States has changed considerably 
over the past 20 years, and the role of University 
president is one of the most challenging anywhere. 
Yet, we are confident that God is already preparing 
the next lead steward for our school, just as we be-
lieve that God in His providence brought Dr. Boone 
to Trevecca two decades ago, with just the right gift 
set and vision to help us continue to move Trevecca 
forward. The Trustees of the University will fulfill 
their elected responsibilities well over the next few 
months to ensure a smooth and seamless transition 
following a clearly established plan and with the 
assistance of professional partners but most impor-
tantly seeking God’s direction in prayer.”

The executive committee of Trevecca’s Board of 
Trustees has retained FaithSearch Partners to assist 
in conducting a national search for the University’s 
next president. The search will seek an experienced 
higher education leader who can build on Trevec-
ca’s strong foundation while guiding the University 
in preparing the next generation of students, from 
traditional undergraduates to doctoral candidates 

and lifelong learners. In the coming days, Faith-
Search Partners will begin by consulting with the 
search committee, the Board of Trustees and key 
stakeholders to design an intentional framework 
for the search. FaithSearch Partners has led hun-
dreds of executive searches within higher educa-
tion with recent successes at four of Trevecca’s sev-
en sister schools nationwide through the Church of 
the Nazarene.

Dr. Andy Westmoreland, senior vice president of 
education at FaithSearch Partners, added, “Under 
the guidance of Dr. Boone, Trevecca established 
itself as a top University in the competitive high-
er education space, so we are confident that this 
search will  identify a strong talent pool. Along-
side the University’s Executive Search Committee, 
FaithSearch Partners will explore the nuances of 
the presidency at Trevecca, leaning on Dr. Boone’s 
thoughtful leadership experience and sheer love for 
the entire past, present and future Trevecca com-
munity as a guide.” 

Boone plans to continue serving at Trevecca 
through the 2026–2027 academic year to ensure a 
thoughtful and smooth leadership transition. 

—Brian Bennett, Communications Director,
Office of Marketing and Communications

www.trevecca.edu 
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Here’s what these awesome partners have to say about their 
experience with Nashville Christian Family: 

“As the founder and senior partner of Crain Law Group, PLLC, I am proud to be a Community Part-
ner of Nashville Christian Family.  It is a beacon of Christian values shared through the testimonies 
of Christian business men and women who have dedicated their lives to being salt and light. Robert 
Stringfellow has done a magnificent job of creating a forum for people from all walks of life to share 
how their relationship with Christ has both impacted their spiritual journey, and given meaning to 

their chosen profession. Each month, the articles in NCF focus on real life stories of fellowship, hope 
and encouragement. I highly recommend this publication to all who share a commitment to Christian 

values, but even more to those who may be seeking answers to questions regarding the 
Christian faith.” 

Contact us today to see how we can help you 
SPREAD GOOD NEWS and 

GROW YOUR BUSINESS in 2026!

615-815-8765

—Larry L. Crain

As Nashville continues to grow into one of the most 
dynamic cities in the country, opportunities within 
its real estate market are expanding just as quickly. 
From luxury high-rise condominiums downtown 
to accessible pathways for first-time homebuyers, 
the landscape offers something for every stage of 
life. At Century 21 Capital Properties, that range of 
opportunity is intentionally served through leader-
ship, vision, and a committed team.

At the helm is Eva Angelina Romero, owner-broker 
of Century 21 Capital Properties. As the first Latina 
in Tennessee to own a Century 21 franchise, Rome-
ro’s leadership represents both a milestone and a 
forward-looking vision for Nashville real estate. 
Her work extends beyond the brokerage. Appoint-
ed by the Governor to the Tennessee Housing De-
velopment Agency (THDA) Commission, Romero 
helps shape housing policy and expand access to 
homeownership across the state.

Romero’s leadership is grounded in the belief that 
real estate is not just about transactions—it is about 
creating opportunity. Through her service on the 
THDA Commission, she contributes to initiatives 
supporting affordable housing, responsible lend-
ing, and sustainable development. This perspective 
informs the mission of Century 21 Capital Proper-
ties: helping individuals and families build lasting 
financial stability.

Under her leadership, the brokerage has developed 
a team that reflects the diversity and energy of 
Nashville. With varied backgrounds and specialties, 
the team serves clients across multiple market 
segments, with a focus on luxury and investment 
properties as well as first-time homebuyers.

Luxury Living and Strategic Investment Oppor-
tunities: Downtown Nashville has become a hub for 
luxury living and investment. With continued pop-
ulation growth and strong demand, high-rise con-
dominiums are among the city’s most sought-after 
properties. Century 21 Capital Properties has built 
a strong presence in this space, working with buy-
ers and investors in premier developments such as 
The Paramount and The Prime. These properties 
offer modern amenities, walkable living, and long-
term appreciation potential.

For investors, the team provides guidance beyond 
the transaction—analyzing market trends, identi-
fying rental opportunities, and supporting portfo-
lio growth. Whether purchasing a second home or 
a long-term investment, clients benefit from local 
expertise and strategic insight.

First-Time Homebuyers and the Path to Gener-
ational Wealth: Equally central to the brokerage’s 
mission is its commitment to first-time homebuy-
ers. Purchasing a first home is a major milestone 
that can shape long-term financial stability. Cen-
tury 21 Capital Properties guides buyers through 
each step—from financing options to competitive 
offers—emphasizing education, transparency, and 
support. Clients are equipped with the knowledge 
needed to make confident decisions.

This work is rooted in the belief that homeown-
ership is one of the most effective tools for build-
ing generational wealth. Romero’s experience with 
THDA reinforces how access to the right resources 
can change a family’s future.

A Team Built on Diversity, Service, and Shared 
Values: One of the brokerage’s strengths is its di-
verse team. In a growing city, representation mat-
ters. This diversity enhances the client experience 
and fosters collaboration within the brokerage. Un-
der Romero’s leadership, the team operates with a 
shared commitment to integrity, professionalism, 
and service. Each client is approached with care, 
ensuring a supportive and personalized experience.

Serving Nashville with Purpose:  In a community 
where faith, family, and connection remain cen-
tral, Century 21 Capital Properties approaches real 
estate as a platform for service. Romero’s role on 
the THDA Commission reflects this broader mis-
sion—helping create pathways to homeownership 
across Tennessee.

Whether assisting an investor or guiding a first-
time buyer, the mission remains consistent: to pro-
vide exceptional service while helping clients build 
a stronger future.

As Nashville evolves, Century 21 Capital Properties 
continues to meet the needs of its growing popula-
tion. Through leadership, dedication, and commu-
nity impact, the brokerage is helping shape not just 
transactions—but futures.

—Eva Angelina Romero,
Broker/Owner – Century 21 Capital Properties

Serving Greater Nashville | Specializing in Luxury, 
Relocation & Investment

Call/Text: 615-538-8330 or 818-335-6271
 www.C21CapitalProperties.com
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Century 21 Capital Properties: Building Homes, Investments,
and Generational Wealth in Nashville
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In a culture that often glorifies 
youth and productivity, it is easy to 
believe as a person ages that their 
most meaningful contributions have 
already happened. Yet, Scripture 
paints a very different picture. I ran 
across, Psalms 92:14, and it brought a 
smile to my face. We have been given 
a powerful promise: “They will bear 
fruit in old age; they will stay fresh 
and green.” This verse reminds us 
that a life rooted in God never stops growing, never stops producing, and nev-
er loses purpose at any age.

When we remain connected to God, He sustains us. Even in seasons of loss, 
illness, or transition, He continues to work in and through us. Just as a tree 
draws nourishment from the soil, we draw life from our relationship with God, 
through prayer, reading Scripture, worship, and spending time with Him.  
Therefore, fruitfulness becomes less about our striving and more about abid-
ing.

Jesus reminds us in, John 
15:5, “I am the vine, you 
are the branches. He who 
abides in Me, and I in 
him, bears much fruit; for 
without Me you can do 
nothing”.  

This is a vivid picture that allows us to see that a vine is the main plant – the 
source of life.  Branches grow out of it and only stay alive if they remain con-
nected.  If a branch is cut off, it withers and dies. We are always completely 
dependent upon Jesus.

If you are young, you can begin now by building habits that root you in God.

If you are in midlife, recognize that 
this is a season to continue to grow 
and a powerful time to influence 
others as you stay connected to God.

If you are older, know that your fruit 
may be the most impactful it has ever 
been because it has been seasoned 
with life-lessons and experience.

Bearing fruit as a Christian is not a phase of life – it is a lifelong calling.  We are 
assured by the Word that we are never too old or too young to grow, to serve, 
to make a difference, and to be used by God.  As long as we remain rooted in 
Him, our lives will continue to produce meaning.

No matter your age, God is glorified by our fruit. John 15:8a, “Herein is my 
Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit.” 

What season do you find yourself in? Stay rooted in God and trust Him with 
the growth.

—Rhonda L. Smart, rhondalsmart@gmail.com

Growing in Faith in Every Season of Life

An Encouraging Word

13May 2026

http://www.ctntv.org


Nashville Christian Family14 www.NashChristian.com

My Mom died in 2020 of 
Alzheimer’s disease at age 
94. My Dad is 94 and has 
Dementia and Parkinson’s 
disease. The cost of car-
ing for my mom for over 3 
years was about $250,000. 
The last 9 months of her 
life at a memory facility at $6000/month. The cost 
of caring for my dad for the last 18 months has 
been between $6200 to $6500 a month. It is now 
$8900/m as I moved him into a memory facility.

No long-term care insurance on either one.  In-
come for them is above qualifying for Medicaid.  
How to pay?  His hard-earned money.  Dad was a 
blue-collar worker that worked his way to mid-lev-
el management and was able (due to Mom) to save 
some money.  He retired after 38 years of working 
and took his Social Security early.

I tell you all this so that you can plan on living.  You 
see it costs to live.  And the longer you live the more 
it is going to cost you. IF they had bought LTC in-
surance in their 60’s they could have saved tens of 
thousands of that hard-earned money.  My current 
guess is that it would be over $300,000.  And they 

may have spent 20-25 thousand dollars on that cov-
erage.

There is a 70% chance when you are over the age of 
65 that you will need some type of coverage.  Now 
you 40 to 60 years old listen up – 40% of this group 
is using it now!  So don’t think this is ‘old folks’ 
insurance. Let’s back up just a bit and learn just 
what LTC insurance is. LTC coverage is when you 
are unable to perform unassisted 2 of 6 Activities 
of Daily Living (ADL).  Here is the way I remem-
ber these.  In the morning when you wake up you 
need to go from your bed to somewhere (generally 
speaking, to the bathroom).  That is called trans-
ferring – going from one location to another. And 
speaking of the bathroom that is the second activ-
ity, you must be able to do all the things associated 
with toileting.  After that you probably head for the 
shower/bath.  This is the third activity.  You must be 
able to perform the necessities of personal hygiene 
(bathing).  Then after getting cleaned up, you put 
on your clothes. Activity number 4, you must be 
able to get your clothes on and off.  Now that we are 
all clean and dressed, I’m hungry!  This is the fifth 
activity; you must be able to feed yourself.  And the 
last activity is remaining continence throughout 
the day. 

So, the six ADLs are: Transferring, Toileting, Bath-
ing, Dressing, Eating, and Continence. Paying for 
such care is available in one of Four ways. 1. Using 
your hard-earned cash. 2. Depending on the Gov-
ernment; spend down to being eligible for Medicaid 
(not Medicare). 3. Note that Medicare does NOT 
pay for long term care. 4. Having LTC insurance. 
And the number one objection to having LTC/EC 
insurance? It is a use it or lose it propositions. Until 
now! 5. Asset based. This is done through either an 
annuity or a life insurance policy that has a LTC 
rider. 

Experts will tell you the best time to buy this cov-
erage is age 50 to 60.  I think that should be 40 to 
64 and here’s why.  There is a policy that if you buy 
coverage during this age range (and like all insur-
ance the younger you are the less expensive it is) 
and you never use it the company will return 3 
times your paid in premium to your beneficiary.  
This is a game changer. For more information on 
all the other details call me and let’s discuss. 

—H. Ben Davis, III CSA
Select Pointe LLC 615-617-9953 office

ben.davis@selectpointe.com
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The Costs of Long Term Care (Custodial care)

Vacation Bible School—affec-
tionately known as VBS—has 
been a cornerstone of chil-
dren’s ministry for over a cen-
tury. What began as a simple 
effort to give kids meaning-

ful, faithcentered activities during the summer has 
grown into one of the most influential Christian ed-
ucational traditions in the United States. Its blend 
of Scripture, creativity, music, and community has 
shaped generations.

Early Beginnings. The origins of VBS trace back 
to the late 1800s, when churches recognized a need 
for structured biblical teaching outside of Sunday 
services. One of the earliest known programs was 
organized in 1894 by D.T. Miles, a Sunday school 
teacher in Illinois who wanted to provide addition-
al Bible instruction for children during the summer 
months. Around the same time, Virginia Sinclair 
Hawes began hosting summer Bible classes in New 
York City.

These early efforts quickly caught the attention of 
Christian educators. By the 1920s, denominational 
publishers were producing dedicated VBS curricu-
la, making it easier for churches to adopt the pro-

gram. What started as small, local initiatives soon 
became a nationwide movement.

Growth and Cultural Influence. By the mid20th 
century, VBS had become a summer staple. The 
postwar boom, suburban expansion, and renewed 
focus on family life created the perfect environ-
ment for churches to host large, vibrant programs. 
Many congregations ran VBS for two full weeks, 
complete with crafts, memory verses, music, and 
themed lessons.

As the decades passed, VBS evolved into a highly 
creative experience. Themes became more immer-
sive, decorations more elaborate, and music more 
energetic. Today’s VBS programs often feel like a 
blend of theater, camp, and worship service—de-
signed to engage children’s imaginations while 
grounding them in biblical truth.

The Lasting Impact of VBS. The influence of 
VBS extends far beyond a single week each sum-
mer. For many children, 
it is their first introduc-
tion to church, Chris-
tian community, and the 
Bible. Countless adults 

trace their earliest faith 
memories back to VBS—singing songs, making 
crafts, and memorizing verses.

Attending VBS This Summer. If you’re consider-
ing VBS for your child this summer, it’s a wonderful 
opportunity for them to learn, play, and grow in a 
safe, joyful environment. Each year’s theme brings 
fresh excitement, and kids often look forward to 
returning year after year. Whether your church is 
hosting a large, themed program or a smaller, in-
timate gathering, VBS offers a week of fun with a 
purpose.

Enhancing Your Church’s VBS. For churches pre-
paring their programs, thoughtful supplies can 
make the experience even more memorable. Swan-
son Christian Products offers a wide range of cute, 
faithinspired items perfect for crafts, giveaways, 
and decorations. Their products help bring VBS 
themes to life and add delightful touches kids love. 
You can explore at swansoninc.com.

—Katherine Stewart
Custom Representative,

Swanson Christian Products
www.swansoninc.com 

Teachable Moments
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The History and Impact of Vacation Bible School

Senior Scene



Tickets Location Hours

Adults: $35

Youth: $20

Ages 5 & Under: Free

The Wonders Center & Science Museum

855 TN-46, Dickson, TN 37055

Just 35 minutes from downtown Nashville

Monday–Friday: 10am to 4pm

Sunday: 1pm to 5:30pm

Saturday: Closed

(931) 212-7990

ticketing@wonderscenter.orgwww.wonderscenter.org

AT THE WONDERS CENTER &
SCIENCE MUSEUM

AT THE WONDERS CENTER &
SCIENCE MUSEUM

Largest Science Museum in Tennessee

Largest Science Museum in the World That Upholds Biblical Values

Top 10 Planetarium in the World

Over 100,000 Square Feet of Discovery

WondersCenter.org WondersCenter.org 

DISCOVER THE WONDERS OF GOD’S CREATIONDISCOVER THE WONDERS OF GOD’S CREATION

Scan Here 

For More 

Info & Tickets! 

http://www.wonderscenter.org
http://www.wonderscenter.org
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As America approaches her 250th birthday 
in 2026, we have been given a rare opportuni-
ty to do more than hold parades, wave flags, 
and admire the glories of the past. America 
250 should be a time of renewed gratitude, 
reflection, and responsibility. We honor our 
history best not by treating it like a museum 
relic, but by passing its truths to the next generation. 

The 917 Society, based in Nashville, has made that mission its calling: putting 
a pocket Constitution into the hands of students and rekindling civic literacy 
across the country. The organization has already served schools in all 50 states 
and reached more than 3,000 districts with 8th graders this past year with 
more planned for this important historical milestone of America 250 in 2026. 

Our nation’s founding was not merely an event in 1776; it launched an endur-
ing experiment in ordered liberty, self-government, and God-given rights. If 
we want this anniversary to mean something lasting, we must return to the 
very document that gave structure and protection to those ideals. The 917 
Society’s 2026 focus is rooted in that conviction, emphasizing constitutional 
literacy as a meaningful way to celebrate America 250 and help students un-
derstand the inheritance they have received as citizens.

This year, that vision comes to life through the special edition America 250 
Pocket Constitution. Schools are being invited to place orders now so students 
can receive these resources at no cost, and the broader ministry of churches, 
families, and communities can rally around the same effort. According to the 
917 Society’s order page, schools and volunteers can request Constitutions for 
7th- or 8th-grade programs, while churches, civic groups, and community 
organizations can also place general requests for events and outreach. 

Just as important, this is a mission people can join in practical ways. Volun-
teers are needed to help deliver Constitutions to schools and support outreach 
in communities that still need coverage. The 917 Society also notes that it 
needs help with phone calling, social media, grant writing, and school de-
livery efforts. And because this work is powered by generosity, not taxpayer 
funding, donors make it possible for students to receive their pocket Consti-
tutions and supporting resources free of charge. Donations go directly toward 
putting U.S. Constitutions in the hands of school children, and the organ-
ization also highlights support for classroom-based engagement, including 
contest incentives and student recognition. 

That is why church gatherings, homeschool groups, patriotic programs, and 
community events are such an important part of the America 250 moment. 
Bulk orders for group use help expand the reach of constitutional education, 
and the 917 Society also promotes smaller Amazon purchases as a way to 
support its printing and distribution mission. 

Every order becomes more than a purchase; it becomes an investment in civic 
renewal. In a time when too many young Americans are disconnected from 
the nation’s founding principles, honoring our history means placing truth in 
their hands. America 250 is not only a celebration of where we have been. It is 
a call to decide what kind of nation we intend to be.

Visit www.917society.org to learn how you can get involved. 

—Joni Bryan, Founder and Executive Directory, 917 Society

Business Today
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Five Reasons to Build Your Career as a
Christian Financial Advisor; When Alignment Matters 
more than Advancement
Many successful financial advisors reach a point 
where performance is no longer the problem—
alignment is. You’ve built a book, earned credibility, 
and proven your ability to succeed. Yet beneath the 
surface, a deeper question emerges: Does the organ-
ization I represent reflect what I believe? For Chris-
tian advisors, that question often becomes a calling.

1. Gain Freedom to Practice From Conviction, Not Constraint. Christian 
Financial Advisors choose alignment over limitation. Rather than filtering 
language or values through firm policies that restrict faith-based conver-
sations, advisors are free to integrate biblical principles into planning and 
stewardship. “Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom” (2 Corinthians 
3:17). That freedom restores clarity and confidence in how you serve clients.

2. Your Career Reflects Integrity—Publicly and Privately. When personal 
convictions and professional responsibilities collide, tension follows. A faith-
aligned advisory platform removes that friction. Advisors no longer compart-
mentalize belief and business—they lead with integrity in both. “The integrity 
of the upright guides them” (Proverbs 11:3). Clients sense this consistency, and 
trust deepens as a result.

3. Attract Clients Who Share Your Values. Christian advisors don’t need 
to be everything to everyone. Alignment naturally draws clients who val-
ue stewardship, generosity, and eternal perspective. These relationships are 
stronger, more collaborative, and longer lasting. “For where your treasure is, 
there your heart will be also” (Matthew 6:21). Shared values create healthier 
practices and more meaningful work.

4. Rediscover Purpose Beyond Production. Many advisors experience 
burnout when success is measured only by growth metrics. Christian Finan-
cial Advisors find renewed fulfillment because their work serves a higher 
purpose. “Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the 
Lord” (Colossians 3:23). Advising becomes more than a career—it becomes a 
calling that sustains longevity and joy.

5. Multiply Your Impact Through Faithful Stewardship. A Christian advi-
sor helps clients move from accumulation to intention. By integrating gener-
osity and stewardship into financial planning, advisors witness tangible King-
dom impact. “Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to 
give” (2 Corinthians 9:7). Your influence extends beyond portfolios into lives, 
families, and communities.

A Career Aligned With What Matters Most. Choosing to become a Chris-
tian Financial Advisor isn’t about starting over—it’s about finally aligning 
your experience with your convictions. For over 20 years, we’ve helped ad-
visors transition thoughtfully into faith-aligned platforms that honor their 
beliefs while supporting professional excellence. If you sense that your con-
victions have outgrown your current firm, we invite you to start a conversa-
tion. Let’s explore what alignment could look like for your career with Wallin, 
Hargis, & Colquette Wealth Advisors. Your success doesn’t have to come at 
the expense of your faith. Contact us to learn more.

—Michael Wallin, Certified Financial 
Planner ™. For more information, please 

visit whcwealth.com
or call 615-850-6710.

Teachable Moments
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America 250: Honoring Our History by
Teaching the Next Generation
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When considering what protections exist for the 
exercise of our basic religious freedoms most look 
to the federal constitution and cases decided by the 
U.S. Supreme Court.  But Tennessee also has a rich 
history of enshrining protections for the exercise of 
such freedom, and has traditionally placed a high 
value on the ability of individuals to express reli-
gious speech and engage in religious activity.

1. Tennessee Constitutional Protection

Tennessee’s Constitution, Article I, § 3, provides:

That all men have a natural and indefeasible right 
to worship Almighty God according to the dictates 
of their own conscience; that no man can of right 
be compelled to attend, erect, or support any place 
of worship, or to maintain any minister against 
his consent; that no human authority can, in any 
case whatever, control or interfere with the rights 
of conscience; and that no preference shall ever 
be given, by law, to any religious establishment or 
mode of worship.’

Our Tennessee Supreme Court has routinely held 
that the language in our state constitution, when 
compared to the guarantee of  religious  freedom 
contained in the federal  constitution, is a  strong-
er  guarantee of  religious  freedom.  See  Carden v. 
Bland, 199 Tenn. 665, 288 S.W.2d 718, 721(1956).

2.  Tennessee’s Preservation of Religious Free-
dom Act.

This Tennessee law provides broad protection for 
one who claims their religious exercise has been 
burdened by some government action.  Such indi-

viduals may assert their rights under this statute as 
a claim or defense in any judicial or administrative 
proceeding and may obtain such declaratory relief, 
including monetary damages. In addition, a person 
who prevails in any proceeding to enforce this sec-
tion against a government entity may recover the 
person’s reasonable costs and attorney’s fees. 

This law, which may be found at Tenn. Code Ann. 
§ 4-1-407, also has some very specific protections.  
For example, one provision states:  “A government 
entity shall not subpoena a clergy member’s ser-
mon, including notes used to prepare a sermon or 
an audio or video recording of a sermon, or sub-
poena a clergy member’s attendance to testify re-
garding a sermon, for use in a civil or administra-
tive action.”

3. Protection Against Discrimination When Re-
ligious Organizations Contract With The Gov-
ernment

If a church or religious organization contracts with 
a government agency, this law provides that it re-
tains its independence from federal, state and local 
governments, including the religious organization’s 
control over the definition, development, practice 
and expression of its religious beliefs. State and lo-
cal governments cannot require a religious organ-
ization to alter its form of internal governance or 
to remove religious art, icons, scripture or other 
symbols in order to be eligible to contract to pro-
vide assistance or to accept grants or other forms of 
disbursement funded under any program or public 
contract.  See Tenn. Code Ann. § 12-3-308.

4.  Right to Wear Religious Garb and Symbols

 School employees, including teachers, enjoy a stat-
utory right under Tennessee law to wear religious 
garb or symbols so long as they do not disrupt the 
school environment.  The statute further protects 
their right to “read a religious book (including the 
Bible) during non-instructional time” and to “qui-
etly say grace before a meal” and to “meet with oth-
er school employees for prayer or scriptural study 
before or after school or during the employee’s 
lunch period.” Tenn. Code Ann. § 49-6-8004.

5.  Religious Exemptions Under Tennessee Law

Tennessee also protects religious liberty through 
various specific exemptions and carve‑outs, in-
cluding but not limited to:

Healthcare conscience protections:

Tennessee law provides conscience exemptions 
allowing certain healthcare providers and institu-
tions to refuse participation in abortion, steriliza-
tion, or contraceptive distribution if contrary to 
religious or moral beliefs.

Religious exemptions from vaccine mandates:

Tennessee allows religious exemptions to certain 
vaccine requirements. 

Religious‑based exemptions for employers and 
benefits

State law allows individuals to object based on 
their religious beliefs to participation in contracep-
tive‑related mandates that include abortifacients.  
This includes the right of an employer to refuse to 
provide insurance coverage for such items based on 
its religious or faith-based objection.

6.  Parental Opt-Out of Curriculum

Parents have a statutory right under Tennessee law 
to be provided notice by school officials who intend 
to present a “sexual orientation” or “gender iden-
tity” curriculum to their child.  Parents have the 
right to inspect the curriculum at least thirty days 
before it is presented and to request that their child 
be excused from receiving the instruction based on 
the parents’ religious or philosophical objection. 
Tenn. Code Ann. § 49-6-1308.

—Larry L. Crain, Crain Law Group, PLLC
crainlaw.legal, 615-376-2600

Legal Matters
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For nearly four decades, Darrell Waltrip Automotive Group (DWAG) has 
built a reputation that extends far beyond the automotive industry. Known 

throughout Middle Tennessee for its 
guiding philosophy, “Darrell Waltrip 
Cares,” the organization has redefined 
what it means to operate a dealership 
group. Now celebrating its 40th anni-
versary, DWAG marks the milestone 
with an impressive legacy: more than 
400 employees, 152,000 vehicles sold, 
over 1.5 million service visits com-
pleted, and more than $10 million 
invested back into the communities it 
calls home.

Since its founding in 1986, DWAG has not only 
served customers with integrity and profession-
alism, but has also created a legacy grounded in 
compassion, partnership, and action.

“We opened the Honda store in 1986 and it was 
on the wrong side of the interstate,” said Darrell 
Waltrip. “When you crossed over 65 and started 
going east we were alone over here all by our-
selves in the middle of a corn field. We built here 
40 years ago, just a little Honda store. Along the 
way we added Subaru and Buick and GMC. We’ve 
got four great brands all right here on this campus now and it all started with 
that one little Honda store.”

At its core, the Waltrip Cares philosophy is simple but powerful. A business 
should be deeply connected to the well-being of its community. For DWAG, 

that belief has never been a 
marketing slogan. Instead, it 
has been a blueprint for mean-
ingful, measurable impact. 
Over the past 40 years, Waltrip 
Cares has invested more than 
$10 million while working 
with hundreds of charitable 
organizations and hosting im-
pactful initiatives of its own.

One of the most impactful 
examples of this philosophy 
in action is the Drive Away 
Hunger Challenge, a program 

that has become a cornerstone of DWAG’s com-
munity outreach. Launched in 2013, the initiative 
partners with local schools in Williamson County 
and the Franklin Special School District to collect 
food for families in need. What began as a grass-
roots effort has grown into a regional movement, 
engaging students, educators, and families in a 
shared mission to fight hunger.

Working closely with GraceWorks and other lo-
cal partners, the Drive Away Hunger Challenge 
has reached an extraordinary milestone, with 
more than 2.4 million pounds of food collected 
and distributed to local pantries serving families in need. This achievement 
represents not only the scale of the program, but also the power of community 
collaboration.

“For 40 years, Darrell Waltrip Automotive Group has led with heart, not just 
business,” said Alicia Bell, Chief Executive Officer of GraceWorks. “Their part-

nership with GraceWorks, 
including efforts like the 
Drive Away Hunger Chal-
lenge, continues to make a 
meaningful difference for 
neighbors across William-
son County.”

While addressing basic needs like food security 
is essential, DWAG has also made it a priority to 
celebrate the individuals who strengthen their 
communities every day. Through its Home-
town Heroes program, the organization shines 
a spotlight on teachers, veterans, first responders, and other local changemak-
ers. Each month, one deserving individual is recognized with a personal visit, 
a commemorative trophy from Darrell Waltrip, and a $500 donation to the 
charity of their choice.

The spirit of giving is especially visible 
during the holiday season, when DWAG 
employees come together for the annu-
al Salvation Army Angel Tree program. 
Since 2002, this employee-driven effort has 
helped brighten the holidays for nearly 100 
children each year, providing gifts, cloth-
ing, and essential items to families facing 

hardship.

Healthcare and social support have also been central to DWAG’s mission. 
For more than a decade, the group has partnered with the Williamson Health 
Foundation to improve access to quality medical care. In 2022, DWAG became 
the first corporate sponsor of the foundation’s largest-ever capital campaign, 
“More for You. Close to Home,” helping fund major expansions to emergency, 
cardiac, and neonatal services.

“We are extremely grateful for the partnership and support of the Darrell 
Waltrip Automotive Group that has extended for nearly a decade,” said Leigh 
Williams, Executive Director of the Williamson Health Foundation. “They are 
much more than a donor; they are a cornerstone of our community’s well-be-
ing. Their culture of giving back has helped transform our health system and 

Darrell Waltrip reflects 
on the company’s early 
beginnings

Darrell Waltrip Automotive Group’s 
Franklin campus

DWAG supports local nonprofits through 
ongoing community giving

Volunteers help collect 
and distribute food for 
local families

A local hero is recognized through DWAG’s 
Hometown Heroes program

DWAG employees provide 
gifts for families during the 
holiday season

DWAG supports expanded access 
to healthcare in the region
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ensures we can continue providing world-
class healthcare right here in Williamson 
County.”

Beyond healthcare, DWAG has demonstrat-
ed a long-standing commitment to housing 
and stability through a 15-year partnership 
with Habitat for Humanity of William-
son-Maury, helping build multiple homes 
for families in need. The organization has 
also supported major community enhance-
ments, including the expansion of William-
son Medical Center and the development of 
a dog park at the Williamson County Ani-
mal Center.

Inclusivity has long been a fo-
cus as well. As early as 1994, 
DWAG became the first corpo-
ration to join the Waves Office 
Recycling Program, supporting 
Waves, Inc., and reinforcing its 
commitment to creating op-
portunities for individuals of all 
abilities.

In times of crisis, the group has 
not hesitated to act. Following 
the devastating 2020 Nash-
ville tornado, DWAG made a 
$120,000 donation to support 
recovery efforts, demonstrat-

ing its role as a dependable partner in moments of need. That same spir-
it of loyalty to the community was evident again during Hurricane Helene 
relief efforts, when DWAG staff came together to load multiple trailers with 
much-needed supplies and personally deliver them to shelter locations, ensur-
ing timely support reached those affected the most. 

Support for veter-
ans remains anoth-
er important pri-
ority, with DWAG 
investing in veter-
an-owned business-
es and initiatives 
that extend its im-
pact beyond tradi-
tional philanthropy.

Over the years, each 
of DWAG’s dealer-
ships has earned significant recognition for excellence. Darrell Waltrip Honda 
has received the Honda President’s Award 22 times and ranks as the number 
one Honda dealership in Tennessee by volume. Darrell Waltrip Buick GMC 
has been named Dealer of the Year and is also number one in volume in Ten-
nessee. Darrell Waltrip Subaru stands out as Middle Tennessee’s only Stellar 
Performer dealership and has earned Subaru’s highest honor, the Pinnacle 
Award, eight times along with numerous Love Promise awards. 

“My parents always taught us that with hard work you can do anything,” said 
Waltrip. “I think that’s the legacy they left my brother Michael and I and our 
sisters with. That’s just what we’ve done here with the Darrell Waltrip Automo-
tive Group and I couldn’t be more proud.”

What truly sets the Darrell Waltrip Automotive Group apart, however, is not 
any single program or achievement, but the culture that drives them all. From 
porters and technicians to sales managers and executives, employees across 
the organization actively participate in community initiatives, turning charita-
ble efforts into shared experiences that strengthen both the company and the 
communities it serves.

“My journey with Dar-
rell Waltrip Automotive 
Group has been defined 
by continuous growth 
and a commitment to 
excellence,” said Jimmy 
Harris, General Man-
ager of Darrell Waltrip 
Subaru. “I’m grateful 
for the opportunity to 
lead our team while also 
having the flexibility to 
deepen our engagement 
in the community and 
support initiatives that 
make a lasting difference.”

In many ways, DWAG’s success can 
be measured not just in dollars do-
nated or vehicles sold, but in the 
relationships it has built over time. 
Schools, nonprofits, healthcare pro-
viders, and local families have all be-
come partners in a broader mission, 
one rooted in compassion, collabora-
tion, and long-term impact.

As the automotive industry continues to evolve, the Darrell Waltrip Automo-
tive Group remains guided by the same principles that have defined its past. 
Growth is not pursued for its own sake, but as a means to do more good.

Ultimately, the story of DWAG is one of intentional impact. It is a story about 
recognizing that businesses have both the ability and the responsibility to 
make a difference. And after 40 years, that legacy is visible every day, in full 
food pantries, in families with safe places to call home, in patients receiving 
life-saving care, and in communities that are stronger because one organiza-
tion chose to lead with heart.

—Charlotte Blackwell, DWAG Representative,
Love Promise Champion 

www.darrellwaltripsubaru.com
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DWAG supports community spaces including 
local animal programs

DWAG supports homebuilding 
efforts for local families

DWAG teams organize and deliver supplies to commu-
nities in need

DWAG team members actively engage in communi-
ty initiatives

Community partnerships are central to 
DWAG’s mission
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Music Notes

The tradition continues! Sunday Mornin’ Country® returns to the Grand Ole 
Opry®  House  this year with an-
other full lineup of the best  Coun-
try  and  Gospel Music  artists who 
will be bringing songs of inspiration 
in a wholesome, family-friendly at-
mosphere. People from everywhere 
are invited to experience an unfor-
gettable celebration of music featur-
ing a dynamic lineup of acclaimed 
artists and rising stars. 

The  44th Annual Sunday  Mornin’ Country®  is  scheduled for  June 7, 2026. 
The Grand Ole Opry® House is truly 
a distinguished and historic venue 
where many giants of Country Mu-
sic have stood in the iconic circle to 
perform their classic hits or to sing a 
favorite country or gospel song. 

With a  blend of  great  country and 
gospel artist, Sunday Mornin’ Coun-
try is a can’t -miss event that prom-
ises something for everyone.  

The program gets underway at 4:00 PM with a rousing warm-up beginning 
at 3:30 PM. This additional pre-show bonus features soloists and performances 
by The Country Chorale®, directed by Mark Thomas.  

This ninety-voice choir is made up of Christian Country and Gospel artist who 
come from all over the United States  and around the world to be a part of 
this iconic event. To honor the 100th Year 
Anniversary of the Grand Ole Opry®. The 
Country Chorale®  featuring  music stu-
dents from  Carpe Arista Academy will 
perform a tribute to celebrate this special 
time in Nashville’s history. 

This year’s featured lineup includes 
some  fresh faces, as well as several re-
nowned Pop, Country Music and Gospel 
artist, including  Hall of Fame Member 
and former member of the Statler Broth-
ers, Jimmy Fortune. 

Legendary  Nitty Gritty Dirt Band  co-founder,  John  McEuen,  will  join  us 
again. Country Music Hall of Famer, Grand Ole Opry® member, and Harmon-
ica Virtuoso, Charlie McCoy will be back, as well as Grand Ole Opry® mem-
ber and one of Nashville’s most valued treasures, Mandy Barnett. 

Christian Country Music  artist and tele-
vision host,  Melanie Walker  will be per-
forming, as well as Grammy Award win-
ner,  John Berry.  Both  top artists  are 
returning to deliver their strong and pow-
erful messages in song. 

Performing on our stage for the first 
time this year is  Cassidy Daniels, a fi-
nalist on the popular  CBS  series,  The 
Road. Also, joining us with a special song 
is Aubrey Nicole, a finalist from this sea-
son’s NBC program, The Voice.  

Patriotism and the  American  spir-
it are always  important elements  at 
Sunday Morin’ County.  Nikki 
Headley  will  perform  the  National 
Anthem.    Other  artists  perform-
ing  patriotic renditions  include  a 
Sunday Mornin’ Country staple, The 
Tennessee River Boys  and  The Fox 
Brothers, who have been a part 
of Sunday Mornin’ Country®  since 
the beginning. 

Naturally, the show would not be 
complete without some foot-stomp-
ing banjo-picking, fiddle-play-
ing bluegrass music!  Cutter & 
Cash and  The Kentucky  Grass  are 
back  bringing  their  foot-stomping 
banjo-picking, fiddle-playing blue-
grass music!  These young guys al-
ways bring the house down!  

Besides the performers men-
tioned above, other won-
derful country and gospel 
artists scheduled to appear in-
clude  Leon Everett,  Adam 
Warner,  Cowboy Joe & Trail 
Jazz,  The Music City Quar-
tet,  Dianne Sherrill,  Maken-
zie Phipps, Mike Scott, and of 
course, the  Sunday  Mornin’ 
Country® Band.  

Warm-up  artists and soloists 
who are a part of The Coun-
try Chorale®  and set to per-

form are: Debbie Bennett, Shelton Bissell, Judy Gilbert, Tonya Gosser, Linda 
Grimes,  Keith Ital, Teresa Kitchens, Bev McCann, DeeJae Moon, Barbara Jean 
Smith, David Smith

—Melanie Walker

A Nashville Tradition! 44th Sunday Mornin’ Country® at the Grand Ole Opry® House

Hall of Famer Jimmy Fortune re-
turns with timeless country classics.

Legendary artists take the stage for an 
evening of inspiration and music.

Melanie Walker delivers a heartfelt 
performance of faith and song.

Powerful performances highlight the 
heart of country and gospel music.

A celebration of music, faith, and tradition 
continues at the Grand Ole Opry®.

23May 2026
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Where Faith-Driven
Leaders Connect,

Grow & Serve.

CONNECT • GROW • SERVE

Building Kingdom Business Community
 Across Tennessee.

Join a statewide network of Christian business
owners and professionals committed to
advancing Kingdom impact in the
marketplace.

The Tennessee Christian Chamber of
Commerce unites believers across Tennessee
to build meaningful relationships, grow in
leadership, and strengthen the influence of
Christian values in business. 

Whether you're an entrepreneur, executive, or
nonprofit leader, you belong in a community
where faith and work come together with
purpose.

In an age defined by digital noise and constant motion, a surprisingly simple 
object has begun capturing attention across continents: Pocket Jesus. These 
small figurines are designed to fit easily into a pocket, purse, or palm. Yet 
despite their size, they’re becoming a powerful global symbol of comfort, 
connection, and quiet faith. The phenomenon began modestly. Small devo-
tional items have existed for centuries, but the modern wave of Pocket Jesus 
figures has taken on a life of its own. 
Social media platforms, especially 
TikTok and Instagram, have played 
a major role in their spread. Videos 
of people gifting these tiny figures 
to strangers, leaving them in pub-
lic spaces, or carrying them during 
difficult moments have gone viral. 
What started as a personal gesture 
of faith has evolved into a global 
movement rooted in kindness and 
shared humanity.

One of the most striking aspects of the Pocket Jesus trend is its crosscultural 
reach. While the figure is unmistakably Christian in origin, its appeal has 
extended far beyond traditional religious boundaries. Many people describe 
carrying one not as a doctrinal statement but as a reminder of hope, ground-
ing, or emotional reassurance. In a world where anxiety and uncertainty often 
feel overwhelming, the tactile presence of a small, meaningful object can be 
surprisingly powerful. Communities around the world have embraced the 
idea in creative ways. In the United States, church groups distribute Pocket 
Jesus figures during outreach events, hospital visits, and disasterrelief efforts. 
In Europe and Asia, the figures have become popular gifts exchanged among 
friends, coworkers, and even strangers as tokens of goodwill.

The impact isn’t just emotional—it’s social. Many people who share these 
figures describe the experience as a catalyst for connection. A simple ges-
ture—offering someone a Pocket Jesus—often opens the door to conversa-
tion, empathy, and shared stories. In a time when loneliness is increasingly 
recognized as a global health concern, these small interactions matter. They 
remind people that they’re seen, valued, and not alone. There’s also a growing 
charitable dimension. Some organizations now sell handcrafted Pocket Jesus 
figures to support humanitarian causes, from cleanwater initiatives to refu-
gee assistance. The symbolism of hope and protection aligns naturally with 
efforts to uplift vulnerable communities, turning a personal keepsake into a 
tool for collective good.

Critics might dismiss the trend as sentimental or simplistic, but that miss-
es the deeper truth. The Pocket Jesus phenomenon isn’t about the object it-
self—it’s about what it represents. In a fractured world, people are hungry for 
meaning, connection, and reminders of something larger than themselves. 
These tiny figures offer that in a form that’s accessible, portable, and deeply 
personal. Ultimately, the phenomenon of the Pocket Jesus shows that even 
the smallest symbols can spark global movements. In pockets around the 
world, a quiet revolution of hope is taking place—one tiny figure at a time.

—Katherine Stewart - Custom Representative,
Swanson Christian Products – www.swansoninc.com 

The Pocket Jesus Phenomenon:
A Small Symbol Making a Big Global Impact

Special Feature
Brought to you by: Swanson Christian Products
www.swansoninc.com

http://www.tnchristianchamber.org


There is a moment in the Ascension narrative that 
can startle our heart if we let it. Jesus rises, the 
cloud receives Him, and 
the apostles stand there, 
frozen, staring upward, 
their eyes fixed on the 
last place they saw Him. 
Then two angels appear 
and ask a question that 
slices through the silence: 
“Men of Galilee, why do 
you stand looking up to-
ward heaven?”

It is a question that exposes something deep in the 
human soul. We long for certainty. We long for 
visible proof. We long for God to act in ways we 
can see, measure, and confirm. The apostles were 
no different. Just moments earlier they had asked 
Jesus, “Lord, is this the time when you will restore 
the kingdom to Israel?” They were ready for the fi-
nale, the fulfillment, the restoration. But Jesus redi-
rects them: “It is not for you to know the times or 
periods…”

In other words: the promise is certain, but the 
schedule is not ours. We have to live each day like 
Jesus will return tomorrow, because He might. 

And this is where the apostles show us the way. 
They do not return to Jerusalem discouraged. They 
do not interpret “not yet” as “not ever.” Instead, 
they embrace what might be the most underrated 
virtue in the Christian life: disciplined hope. They 
gather with Mary and the early believers. They de-
vote themselves to prayer. They wait, not passive-
ly, but purposefully. Their anticipation becomes 
preparation.

The Church Fathers describe them as praising God 
continually in the Temple, living in a posture of 
expectation for what would come “from on high.” 
Thomas Aquinas later explains that Christ’s with-
drawal is not a loss but a gift, because faith grows 
stronger when it leans on what is unseen, hope 
stretches higher when it waits for what is promised, 
and charity deepens when it reaches toward heaven 
without needing to see heaven.

Augustine adds the inner logic: faith and hope cling 
to realities not yet visible, and hope requires pa-
tience, the willingness to trust God’s timing with-
out demanding God’s timetable.

The apostles teach us how to live in the holy ten-
sion between promise and fulfillment. They wait-
ed in prayer. They sought the Spirit. They prepared 

their hearts. And when the Spirit came, they did 
not hesitate, they became witnesses to the ends of 
the earth.

The angels’ question still echoes today: “Why are 
you still looking up?”  
Not to shame us, but to awaken us. When we do 
not know when, God invites us to focus on how:
How to pray. 
How to hope. 
How to witness. 
How to live today with the fire of the Kingdom 
already burning within us.

Jesus’ Ascension is not an ending or a pause in 
God’s work. It is the beginning of ours. May we stop 
staring upward in uncertainty and start stepping 
forward in mission.   

If this is my last post, I want all to know there was 
only one purpose for all that I have written; to have 
made a positive difference in the lives of others.  

—Anthony “Tony” Boquet, the author 
of “The Bloodline of Wisdom, The 

Awakening of a Modern Solutionary” 
and “The Passion, Death, and Resur-

rection of Jesus Christ, A Devotional Timeline” 

Faith At Work

Why Are You Still Looking Up?

25May 2026
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From Want to Wisdom: Embracing Contentment in Financial Decisions 

I recently attended a wedding where the minister 
recited the familiar vows, “to have and to hold.” As I 
listened, I wondered if those words resonated with 
the young couple the way they did with me. To ex-
plain this difference, I’ll share a story.

Consider a busy executive who cared deeply for his 
90-year-old grandmother. After a long, demand-
ing day, he looked forward to a peaceful evening at 
home. But just as he arrived, his grandmother called 
to say her washing machine had stopped working.
Without hesitation, he reassured her, “Don’t worry. 
I’ll take care of everything.”

The next morning, determined to help, he went to a 
big-box store to buy a replacement. But as he stood 

in front of rows of washers, he realized he didn’t 
know what color his grandmother’s machine was. 
He called to ask. “What color is your washer?” “It’s 
brown,” she replied.

He scanned the options. “Brown? They only have 
white, black, blue, and green. No brown.” His 
grandmother then asked, “Where are you?” “At 
the store, getting you a new washer. When did you 
buy your current one?” “I bought it in 1978. It just 
needs a repair. Your grandfather had it fixed many 
times. I don’t need a new one.”

Her response was a reminder that previous gener-
ations often found contentment not in acquiring 
the newest things, but in caring for and appreciat-
ing what they already had. There is a quiet wisdom 
in valuing longevity, quality, and the memories at-
tached to our possessions.

That day, his grandmother offered a valuable lesson 
about “having and holding.” In today’s culture, we 
excel at acquiring things. Consumerism is every-
where. But we often forget the importance of hold-
ing on, valuing, and stewarding what we already 
have.

In my daily role as a financial planner, I often help 
clients evaluate when it makes sense to purchase 

or sell cars or homes, take vacations, or make ed-
ucational decisions. For example, last week a client 
considered selling a car he had bought just a year 
ago, which would have resulted in a $6,000 loss, 
simply to upgrade to a newer model with heated 
backseats, despite never using the backseat himself.

As stewards of the resources God has entrusted 
to us, it’s vital to remember the primary ways we 
use money: Give, Live, Grow, and Owe (taxes and 
debt). Impulse purchases can erode our ability to 
build wealth, lower our standard of living, and 
make us beholden to lenders.

Before making a major purchase or giving in to the 
urge to “have,” pause and consider the long-term 
impact. Seek wise counsel, whether from a trusted 
advisor, your church community, or our office. By 
choosing to hold, rather than simply to have, you 
can set yourself and your family on a path toward 
lasting financial health and peace.

—Michael Wallin,
Certified Financial Planner™

Wallin, Hargis & Colquette
For more information, please visit 

whcwealth.com or call 615-850-6710.

Brought to you by: Wallin, Hargis, &  Colquette Wealth Advisors • www.whcwealth.com,
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Dr. Ming Wang, Harvard & MIT graduate (MD, 
magna cum laude) and one of the few laser eye sur-
geons in the world today who holds a PhD in laser 
physics, announced today that over one million 
people have seen the Angel Studios’ film “Sight”(-
FREE link:sight.drmingwang.com)! A video about 
the film “Sight” has received 162 million views!

The film is now available now in over 30 coun-
tries and is currently steaming on Angel Studios’ 
platform (angel.com). It has won the Best Pic-
ture Award at ICVM International Christian Film 
Award! “Sight” is based on Dr. Wang’s autobiogra-
phy “From Darkness to Sight”, and his faith journey 
is also featured in the award-winning film “God’s 
Not Dead”. 

A Sight move Bible study has been published: 
Seeing beyond our pain;
Seeing beyond our circumstance;
Seeing beyond ourselves;
Seeing beyond our own culture;
Seeing beyond our polarization.

About Dr. Ming Wang, MD, PhD

As a teenager, Ming 
fought hardship in 
his childhood and 
came to America 
with only $50 and 
earned two doctorate 
degrees, one in laser 

physics and one in medicine, and graduated with 
the highest honors from Harvard Medical School 
and MIT. Dr. Wang has performed over 55,000 la-
ser vision surgeries, including on over 4,000 doc-
tors.

The amniotic membrane contact lens, which Dr. 
Wang has invented (and holds two U.S. patents), 
has been used by tens of thousands of eye doctors 
throughout the world in nearly every nation, and 
millions have had their eyesight restored. 

Wang Foundation for Sight Restoration has helped 
patients from over 40 states and 55 countries, with 
all sight restoration surgeries performed free-of-
charge. Dr. Wang was named the Kiwanis Nashvil-
lian of the Year for his lifelong dedication to help 
blind orphans from around the world.

The film “Sight” (FREE link: sight.drmingwang.
com), distributed by Angel Studios, is based on Dr. 
Wang’s autobiography “From Darkness to Sight” 
and co-stars Terry Chen and Greg Kinnear.  

—Leona Walthorn

Family Flicks

Over One Million Have Seen Angel Studios’ Film “Sight”

An amniotic membrane contact lens, a breakthrough 
developed by Dr. Ming Wang, used worldwide to 
help restore vision.

http://www.swansoninc.com


This Mother’s Day, don’t choose between family and chores.  
Let Molly Maid® handle all the cleaning while you spend your 
time with who matters most. However, like breakfast in bed, you 
deserve it more than once a year, hire Molly Maid for all your 
regular house cleaning needs.

00% OFF ANY  
SERVICE

New customers only. Cannot be combined with any other 
offer or discount. Participating locations only. Some 
restrictions may apply. Offer expires xx/xx/xxxx.

Independently owned and operated franchise. ©2023 Molly Maid SPV LLC. All rights Reserved.

000.000.0000  
MollyMaid.com/Location

SPEND TIME WITH WHO 
MATTERS MOST!

MOTHER’S DAY 
OR ANY DAY,

10%
05/31/2026

615-794-0200
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In a growing city like Nashville, where families are 
building roots and communities are strengthening 
their foundations, access to high-quality healthcare 
is essential. Oral health, often overlooked, plays a 
critical role in overall well-being. At Solace Implant 
Center and Oral Surgery, patients find not only ad-
vanced clinical care, but also a practice grounded 
in compassion, integrity, and service to the com-
munity.

At the heart of Solace is Dr. Romero, a highly re-
spected oral surgeon known for both his technical 
expertise and his commitment to patient-centered 
care. As the first Latino oral surgeon in the state of 
Tennessee, Dr. Romero represents both excellence 
in his field and an important milestone in expand-
ing representation within healthcare. His presence 
in Nashville reflects a broader mission: to make 
specialized oral surgery accessible, welcoming, and 
trustworthy for families of all backgrounds.

Dr. Romero’s approach to care is rooted in preci-
sion, education, and empathy. Oral surgery can be 
intimidating for many patients, especially for chil-
dren and young adults experiencing procedures for 
the first time. Whether it is wisdom teeth removal, 
dental implants, or corrective jaw procedures, Dr. 
Romero and his team prioritize clear communi-
cation and reassurance at every step. Patients are 
guided through their treatment plans with trans-
parency, ensuring they understand not only the 
procedure itself but also the long-term benefits for 
their health.

One of the most common procedures performed at 
Solace Implant Center is wisdom teeth removal, a 
rite of passage for many teenagers and young adults. 
While some may view it as routine, timely removal 
of wisdom teeth is an important preventive meas-
ure. Impacted or misaligned wisdom teeth can lead 
to pain, infection, crowding, and even damage to 
surrounding teeth. For families, addressing these 
issues early can prevent more serious complica-
tions later in life.

At Solace, wisdom teeth procedures are handled 
with advanced technology and a focus on patient 
comfort. Sedation options, careful surgical plan-
ning, and attentive post-operative care all contrib-
ute to a smoother recovery process. Parents often 
express relief knowing their children are in capable 
hands, and young patients frequently remark on 
how much easier the experience was than they an-
ticipated.

The reputation of Solace Implant Center is reflect-
ed in the voices of its patients. Across numerous 
Google reviews, a consistent theme emerges: pro-
fessionalism, kindness, and exceptional results. 
Patients frequently describe the staff as welcoming 
and attentive, noting how the team takes time to 
answer questions and ease concerns. Many high-
light the efficiency of their procedures, paired with 
a genuine sense of care that extends beyond the op-
erating room.

Others share stories of transformative outcomes. 
From restored smiles through dental implants to 
pain-free recoveries after complex extractions, pa-
tients often speak about renewed confidence and 
improved quality of life. These testimonials point 

not only to clinical success but also to the trust that 
Solace has built within the Nashville community.

Beyond individual procedures, Solace Implant 
Center emphasizes the importance of family-fo-
cused care. Oral health decisions often involve mul-
tiple generations, from teenagers needing wisdom 
teeth removal to adults seeking long-term solutions 
like implants. By creating an environment that is 
both professional and approachable, the practice 
supports families in making informed choices to-
gether.

Faith and service also play a quiet but meaningful 
role in the practice’s philosophy. In a city known for 
its strong Christian community, many patients ap-
preciate a healthcare experience that reflects values 
of compassion, honesty, and stewardship. While 
clinical excellence remains the foundation, the 
team at Solace understands that treating patients 
with dignity and respect is equally important.

As Nashville continues to grow, so does the need 
for specialized care providers who can meet the 
demands of a diverse and expanding population. 
Solace Implant Center and Oral Surgery stands out 
not only for its advanced capabilities but also for 
its commitment to community impact. Dr. Rome-
ro’s leadership, combined with a dedicated team, 
ensures that patients receive care that is both cut-
ting-edge and deeply personal.

For families considering oral surgery, whether for 
wisdom teeth removal or more complex proce-
dures, choosing the right provider can make all the 
difference. At Solace, patients find more than a sur-
gical practice—they 
find a partner in their 
health journey, one 
that prioritizes excel-
lence, compassion, 
and lasting results.

In every smile restored and every patient reassured, 
Solace Implant Center continues to set a standard 
for oral surgery care in Nashville, serving the com-
munity with both skill and heart.

Location: 1707 State Street, Nashville, TN 37203

Call Us: (615) 320-1392  

Visit Our Website: www.solaceoralsurgery.com

—Solace Oral Surgery &
Implant Center Staff Writer

Healthy Living

Brought to you by: Solace Oral Surgery • www.solaceoralsurgery.com 2 5  y e a r s  o f  g o o d  n e w
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What Are High-Touch Surfaces? High-touch surfaces are the ones that mul-
tiple people put their hands on throughout the day. In professional settings, 
especially in healthcare and food service industries, high-touch surfaces also 
include equipment handles, countertops, and payment terminals. The fre-
quent handling of these surfaces makes them hotspots for the accumulation 
of pathogens and grime, so rigorous cleaning is necessary. Regular disinfec-
tion of these areas is more than a simple cleaning task; it’s a great way to limit 
the spread of germs.

Most Common High-Touch Surfaces to Disinfect Daily
Cars: As drivers, we’re constantly touching the steering wheel, gear shift knob, 
radio controls, and turn signals. Regular disinfection of these surfaces helps 
mitigate the risk of spreading germs and viruses, creating a safer driving en-
vironment for drivers and passengers alike. Touchscreens: Touchscreens are 
everywhere. Whether on tablets, ATMs, or self-service kiosks, these screens 
are touched constantly. Smartphones in particular are like an extension of our 
hands. Studies have shown that cell phones can be dirtier than toilet seats! 
Cleaning touchscreens with a soft cloth dampened with a disinfectant solu-
tion should be a part of your daily routine. Computers: Whether it’s a per-
sonal laptop, work computer, or a computer in a public space, a keyboard and 
mouse are germ hotspots. Wiping down your keyboard and mouse with a 
disinfectant wipe every day can make a big difference in keeping germs at bay. 
Toilets: These are perhaps the most obvious when we think about cleaning. 
Every part of a toilet, from the seat to the flush handle, is a high-touch area. 
Germs, including bacteria and viruses, can easily spread from the toilet to 
our hands and then to other surfaces. It’s essential to use a good disinfectant 
cleaner daily, making sure to cover all the parts people touch. Doorknobs 
and Light Switches: Often overlooked, everyone touches these whether at 
home, work, or public places. This makes them a key player in spreading 
germs. A quick daily wipe with a disinfectant can significantly reduce the risk 
of transferring germs from person to person. Wallets and Purses: We take 
our wallets, clutches, and handbags with us just about everywhere, but how 
often do we really disinfect these items? If you’re like most people, the answer 
is probably rarely. The reality is that wallets and purses can pick up germs 
from various surfaces they come into contact with – which is why it’s so im-
portant to clean them regularly. Remote Controls: Whether for the televi-
sion, air conditioner, or other electronic devices, remote controls are handled 
frequently and can harbor bacteria. Given the frequency with which remotes 
tend to be touched, it’s a good idea to add wiping them to your daily chore list.

Why Molly Maid Cleaning Service. Since 1984, Molly 
Maid has been providing home and business owners with 
exceptional cleaning solutions. Call the experts at Molly 
Maid today to schedule an appointment at 615-794-0200 
or 615-603-3766, today www.mollymaid.com

A Clean You Can Trust®

—Daron and Maricela Farrar

Ms. Molly Foundation

Molly Maid is proud to fund and sup-
port the Ms. Molly Foundation, which 
supports domestic violence agencies 
and shelters in local communities. 
We’re proud to have raised over $3 mil-
lion dollars since 1996.

How To Clean and Disinfect High-Touch Surfaces

Hassle Free Zone
Brought to you by: Molly Maid of South David-
son, Williamson and Maury Counties
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1450 Murfreesboro • Rd Franklin, TN 37067
 Phone: (615) 656-7115

DarrellWaltripSubaru.com

WHY SHOP WITH DARRELL
WALTRIP SUBARU?

Fast Trade-in Value
No Hassle Financing
Buy & Trade Online
Competitive Specials
Award-Winning Customer
Experience

NEW INVENTORY

PRE-OWNED

 10-SECOND TRADE 

 SCHEDULE SERVICE 
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For aspiring line workers in Williamson and Dick-
son Counties, the path to a stable, high-paying 
career has become a reality—thanks to scholar-
ship support from United Way of Greater Nash-
ville (UWGN). Through UWGN’s Transformation 
Fund each student received $4,750 to cover tuition 
for the Pre-Apprentice Linework Academy at Co-
lumbia State Community College, a program de-
signed to equip students with the hands-on skills 
needed for success in the utility industry.

In just seven weeks, these students gained the qual-
ifications sought by Middle Tennessee’s utility com-
panies, culminating in a showcase of their abilities 
at the annual Lineworker Mini Rodeo. 

The average salary for a Lineman apprentice in Ten-
nessee is now $26.43/hour, or $54,974, with many 
opportunities for advancement and increased pay 
based on skill level, location and years of experi-
ence. With an 80-85% job placement rate and earn-
ing potential that only grows with experience, this 
partnership between UWGN and Columbia State 
is opening doors to a life-changing trade—one that 
empowers individuals and strengthens communi-
ties.

Meet Mason:

When Williamson County student Mason and his 
mother Tammy went to register him for classes at 
Columbia State, they spoke with an advisor about 
how he could enroll in the lineman program. They 
quickly learned that the program typically costs 
thousands of dollars—a cost that felt out of reach 
for Mason’s mother, who was supporting him as a 
single parent.

Thankfully, Mason’s advisor informed them about a 
grant through United Way for Williamson County 
students pursuing a trade instead of a traditional 
college path. The application process was simple, 
and with the support of United Way, Mason was 
able to enroll in the lineman program and follow 
his passion.

Mason has since completed the program and is 
now preparing to return to Columbia State for ad-
ditional CDL training. He has also applied to sev-
eral local power companies and is eagerly awaiting 
his next opportunity.

Mason and his mother are incredibly grateful for 
the support United Way provided, making it pos-
sible for him to pursue his dream of becoming a 
lineman—an opportunity they never imagined 
possible. “Thank you from the bottom of my heart 
for all you and United Way does to make a way for 
those who otherwise wouldn’t have the chance to 
pursue their dreams,” said Tammy.

Meet Cooper:

As a single father with primary guardianship, Mike 
struggled to find a way to afford the McEwen Line-
man School his son, Cooper, had his heart set on 
attending. While working at Dickson Electric De-
partment, Mike learned during a safety class that 
Columbia State offered a similar lineman program. 
Their safety director encouraged him to look into 
it, and that advice led Mike and Cooper to visit the 
school.

During their visit, Tiffany Odom, Coordinator of 
Workforce Training, provided a wonderful tour, 
even taking them out to the yard to meet instructor 
Troy Smalling. It was at that moment that Cooper 
truly fell in love with the idea of becoming a line-
man. From the hands-on training to the supportive 
administration, every step of Cooper’s journey at 

Columbia State reinforced that he was in the right 
place.

Thanks to the scholarship provided through Unit-
ed Way, Cooper was able to enroll in the program 
without the financial burden weighing on his fam-
ily. He successfully completed the program, earned 
his CDL, and is now working in Dickson installing 
fiber with Ignite Broadband while awaiting the op-
portunity to step into a full lineman position.

Mike and Cooper are incredibly grateful for the 
scholarship that made this opportunity possible. 
The support they received reinforced the meaning 
of the phrase “it takes a village,” and they deeply 
appreciate the role United Way played in helping 
Cooper take the first steps toward his dream career.

In one of the Rodeo activities, students climb up 
and down an 80-foot pole, which is a necessary part 
of the TVPPA Climbing Lab Certification. In this 
activity, Cooper came in third place. “I can’t em-
phasize this enough the gift of your scholarship was 
a blessing for my family and Cooper, and I truly 
appreciate it,” said Mike.

About the scholarship

UWGN’s Transformation Fund is intended to fuel 
transformational outcomes across the UWGN mul-
ti-county footprint by investing in several priority 
areas, including workforce development.  Fund-
ing for the Transformation Fund was provided 
to UWGN by a generous gift from philanthropist 
MacKenzie Scott.

UWGN and trusted partner Columbia State work 
together to increase workforce opportunities for 
those in underserved communities. This partner-
ship opens the door to a life-changing trade. 19 
total graduates from five lineworker cohorts have 
received full scholarships from UWGN’s Transfor-
mational Fund.

“To hear first-hand how the funds provided relief 
for these families is so powerful. Working together 
with partners, we can truly change the entire tra-
jectory of a life,” added Debby Rainey, UWGN Re-
gional Manager, Community Impact – Williamson, 
Hickman & Dickson.

—Kria Wiese, Director, Marketing and Communi-
cations - United Way of Greater Nashville, www.

unitedwaygreaternashville.org – 615-255-8501

Mission Makers

Brought to you by: United Way of Greater Nashville • www.unitedwaygreaternashville.org 2 5  y e a r s  o f  g o o d  n e w
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United Way of Greater Nashville Powers Pathways to High-Demand Careers

 Standing third from left: Mason from Franklin

Pictured (left to right): United Way of Greater Nash-
ville’s Transformation Fund scholarship recipients 
Cooper from Dickson and Ethan from Burns.
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Quality, Christian Talk Radio

bottradionetwork.combottradionetwork.com
 to Listen! to Listen!MORE WAYSMORE WAYSBROADCAST

     M I N I S T R I E S

(from left) Jim Daly, Chuck Swindoll, Anne Graham Lotz, Allen Jackson, Alistair Begg, Adrian Rogers, Tony Evans,
Charles Stanley, Dave & Anne Wilson, Michael Youssef, Robert Jeffress and many more!

107.1FM107.1FM107.1FM107.1FM107.1FM107.1FM107.1FM107.1FM107.1FM107.1FM107.1FM107.1FM107.1FM107.1FM107.1FM107.1FM107.1FM107.1FM107.1FM107.1FM107.1FM107.1FM107.1FM107.1FM107.1FM107.1FM107.1FM107.1FM107.1FM107.1FM107.1FM107.1FM107.1FM107.1FM107.1FM107.1FM107.1FM107.1FM107.1FM107.1FM107.1FM107.1FM107.1FM107.1FM107.1FM107.1FM107.1FM107.1FM107.1FM107.1FM107.1FM107.1FM107.1FM 91.5FM91.5FM91.5FM91.5FM91.5FM91.5FM91.5FM91.5FM91.5FM91.5FM91.5FM91.5FM91.5FM91.5FM91.5FM91.5FM91.5FM91.5FM91.5FM91.5FM91.5FM91.5FM91.5FM91.5FM91.5FM91.5FM91.5FM91.5FM91.5FM91.5FM91.5FM91.5FM91.5FM91.5FM91.5FM91.5FM91.5FM91.5FM91.5FM91.5FM91.5FM91.5FM91.5FM91.5FM91.5FM91.5FM91.5FM91.5FM91.5FM91.5FM91.5FM91.5FM91.5FM

89.1FM89.1FM89.1FM89.1FM89.1FM89.1FM89.1FM89.1FM89.1FM89.1FM89.1FM89.1FM89.1FM89.1FM89.1FM89.1FM89.1FM89.1FM89.1FM89.1FM89.1FM89.1FM89.1FM89.1FM89.1FM89.1FM89.1FM89.1FM89.1FM89.1FM89.1FM89.1FM89.1FM89.1FM89.1FM89.1FM89.1FM89.1FM89.1FM89.1FM89.1FM89.1FM89.1FM89.1FM89.1FM89.1FM89.1FM89.1FM89.1FM89.1FM89.1FM89.1FM89.1FM 1160AM1160AM1160AM1160AM1160AM1160AM1160AM1160AM1160AM1160AM1160AM1160AM1160AM1160AM1160AM1160AM1160AM1160AM1160AM1160AM1160AM1160AM1160AM1160AM1160AM1160AM1160AM1160AM1160AM1160AM1160AM1160AM1160AM1160AM1160AM1160AM1160AM1160AM1160AM1160AM1160AM1160AM1160AM1160AM1160AM1160AM1160AM1160AM1160AM1160AM1160AM1160AM1160AM
Nashville

Donelson Lebanon

If you’ve been in one line of work long enough, you 
have a story for almost everything. Years ago, when 
I was teaching in a traditional school, I assigned 
Ray Bradbury’s Fahrenheit 451 for summer read-
ing. When we got to discuss the book, the class was 
mostly silent. Finally, one student asked why the 
walls talked. I wanted to scream.

If you’ve read the book, you 
know Ray Bradbury wrote 
it on a typewriter in 1950. 
He not only predicted in-ear 
headphones. He predicted 
massive flat-screen TVs that 
would cover entire walls.  
He predicted people would 
stop reading. He showed us how technology would 
drain our attention, leaving us strangers to our-
selves and one another, with rampant hopelessness, 

drug abuse, and suicide. Sound familiar?

But if you don’t see why the walls are talking, 
you’re going to miss all that. These kids had big 
flat screens on their walls at home, but they need-
ed help recognizing their own world in the book. 
Only then could they begin to see and feel every-
thing else Bradbury had to show them about their 
world. I wasted that opportunity by assigning the 
book at the wrong time and by not preparing them 
to connect with it. It wasn’t interesting to them, and 
it certainly wasn’t fun.

Many schools and programs like to pack their 
summer reading lists with classics. I love classics. 
I believe kids should read them. But for most peo-
ple, summer reading is independent reading. First, 
choose something your child will be capable of en-
joying on their own.

Here are several factors I consider, in order:

Relatable characters: Will my child enjoy imagining 
themselves in this story as they read? This doesn’t 
mean all your main characters have to be young 
teenagers, but there needs to be something that will 
grab your reader’s imagination.

Comprehensible plot: Can my child independently 
understand what is happening? If so, they’ll be able 
to enjoy suspense and start rooting for the charac-

ters. If there are frequent passages that require out-
side help or lots of historical context to understand, 
save it for an in-class read.

Future discussion value: Once they enjoy the plot 
and characters, are there deeper ideas we can talk 
about later?

“Now I know what a good book can be.”

Choosing a great book doesn’t educate anyone by 
itself, but the experience a child has with that book 
can change everything.

I recently brought another group of students back 
to Fahrenheit 451. This time, we read it mostly to-
gether in small chunks, often out loud, unpacking 
key passages as we went. Before long, they caught 
on and began unpacking many of these passages on 
their own. At that point, I could see them begin-
ning to enjoy the book for themselves. And that is 
what we want, after all, isn’t it?

—A classroom veteran, George Rietz
encourages teachers, teaches homeschoolers,
and invents new tools to reshape education.

Contact him through ExploreMyWriting.com.

Best Books

Summer Reading for Kids and Youth: Choose Wisely!

http://www.bottradionetwork.com


Mighty Men

Years ago, I learned a profound story 
about two unlikely young boys, who 
became inspiring, famous individu-
als, each saving millions of lives in 
their own way. They courageously 
embraced their unique callings as 
they arrived on the world scene in 
the early 1900s.

The story begins in England, where several huge bogs formed deep into the 
earth, much like sinkholes found in Tennessee. These bogs are treacherous, 
and as the story unfolds, a young boy, nicknamed Fleming wandered onto a 
neighbor’s farm, exploring the terrain. Unfortunately, as Fleming approached 

a bog, appearing in the mammoth 
hole, his foot slipped, and he quickly 
tumbled down into his great discov-
ery, which unfortunately was about 
to become his grave! This youngster 
began to yell with all his strength be-
lieving that surely someone would 
hear him, but he was far away from 
any other human. It had now been 
several hours and dusk began and 

just by chance, Mr. C, the owner of the small farm went out of his house to 
gather a couple of his animals, when suddenly he thought he heard a faint yell 
in the distance. 

Mr. C wasn’t sure of what was happening, so we quickly gathered his animals 
in the shed and ventured out in the dark in the direction of the sound toward 
the distant woods. As he stumbled along in the dark path, the cry for help be-

came slightly louder, and Mr. C des-
perately searched until he came to 
the spot where the sound appeared 
to come from deep within the bog. 
Mr. C vaguely saw a youngster stuck 
deep in the bog and he desperate-
ly stretched his body into the bog, 
twisting his foot around a large root, 
but he could not reach the young-

ster. Mr. C said to the young man hold tight while he ran back to the farm-
house for a rope. Fortunately, he was able to do so, and once again leaned into 
the deep hole with his rope and pull the young man to safety. Mr. C carried the 
young boy, who he now recognized as a member of the prominent Fleming 
family, to his home, where Mrs. C cleaned and bandaged him. After dinner, 
Mr. C brought Fleming back to his parents’ estate.

Early the next morning, Prime Minister 
Fleming escorted his elaborate horse-driv-
en stagecoach to the simple home of Mr. 
C, seeking to find a way to reward him for 
his amazing heroic deed. Mr. C would not 
accept a reward for what he did; the Prime 
Minister, requesting permission of Mr. and 
Mrs. C, offered Mr. C’s son the same edu-
cational opportunity that he planned to 
provide for his own son. The boys became 
close friends, attending the best schools in 
England. Their paths diverged, but they re-
mained in touch through the years.

Perhaps you may recall the young Fleming 
became a renowned scientist and physi-
cian who eventually discovered penicillin, 
saving thousands at the time and millions 
and millions over the decades.  Quite coin-
cidentally, in the early development of his 
serum, not yet named penicillin, Fleming 
traveled for many hours through the cold winter stormy day, and into the night 
to visit his long-time childhood friend who had become gravely ill and near 
death. When Fleming arrived late that evening, he provided his penicillin se-
rum to his beloved friend.

Miraculously, Mr. C recovered and the 
name Mr. C is a nickname for the well-rec-
ognized and greatly revered and loved 
throughout the world as Winston Church-
ill, England’s greatest leader and most re-
nowned and courageous Prime Minister.

Dr. Alexander Fleming, whose life was 
once saved by Churchill’s father, never 
forgot the deep kindness of the Churchill 
family and now he proudly crafted his op-
portunity to save Churchill’s son, Winston, 
who had become his lifelong best friend. 
Fleming joined Winston and his wife for 
morning coffee.

Perhaps the most interesting “antidote” over the last 35 years, is the tremen-
dous growth in professional understanding of science and psychology espe-
cially through the plethora of new learning and knowledge in eastern medi-
cine, as it enlightens us with the understanding within “acupuncture without 
needles” as this became the foundational principle of energy psychology which 
incredibly and holistic connects the infinite number of intricacies within our 
mind, body, soul, and emotions present in all human beings. Within each of us 
there are 360, plus/minus acupoints, with 14 meridian pathways, and several 
chakras. 

With excitement and great 
hope, we arrive at a point 
where we can harness this 
energy, often referred to as 
emotional freedom strategies 
of energy psychology, when 
properly formulated, creates 
for the first time a most unu-
sual opportunity for genuine 
healing not only for many 
physical ailments, but especially impacting the numerous emotional traumas, 
fears, and PTSD, as well as many other sufferings which plague the human 
spirit. This profound new learning/healing is rightfully and respectfully re-
ferred to, as the “New Emotional Penicillin”! Now you have the rest of the 
story!

—To speak with Dr. Tim Lynch, PhD., you can call him at
615-504-4357, or email him at tdlynch@bellsouth.net

If you want to know more about Dr. Tim check out Psychology 
Today Practice Directory, or his web: www.thelynchgroup.net

Most Everything Around Us, Is Profoundly Connected Within Us
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Parent With Purpose

We’ve been exploring spiritual dis-
ciplines. In February and April, we 
looked at how to incorporate dis-
cipleship into your daily rhythms 
and overcome obstacles. This 
month, we’ll focus on the disci-
pline of reading the Bible. Know-
ing that Bible study is essential to 
your child’s spiritual growth and to 
learning more about God should 
be the impetus to get started.

Model Bible study. If reading the Bible is 
important to you, it will be to your kids. 
Your child needs to see you reading the 
Scriptures, discussing them, grappling 
with them, and applying them. Share what 
you’re learning or struggling with at dinner. 
Talk about the changes you’re making be-
cause of what you read. Share a new name 
you learned for the Holy Spirit. These small 
lessons reap big rewards.

Furnish the right tools. Your kids need a Bible written with them in mind. In 
2024, Tyndale released the Go Bible in the New Living Translation. It’s for kids 
ages 8-12 and offers all kinds of help alongside the biblical text. For younger 
kids, read Bible storybooks or devotions. A teenager can graduate to a study 
Bible. 

Engage with the text. If your family already reads Scripture together, ask ques-
tions. Doing so will give you a better sense of your child’s understanding. You 
are training them to ask who, what, where, when, why, and how of the text. 
Encourage them to write in their Bible, circle key words, and highlight verses 
to memorize. These are valuable lessons for now, and as your kids age and be-
come independent readers. 

Pray. We often pray after reading the Bible, but what if we prayed before read-
ing? Ask God to open hearts and minds to understand the scriptures before 
you read. By doing this, you’re inviting the Holy Spirit to work in your chil-
dren’s hearts and minds. Your kids will be more alert to what God might reveal 
to them through the Word. Again, you’re modeling the discipline of asking 
God to help your family grow in wisdom and understanding and of developing 
lifelong habits.

Provide prompts. Let’s face it. Starting new habits is hard. But prompts like 
an alarm clock get us out of bed in the morning. Setting out nice clothes the 
night before reminds us about tomorrow’s picture day. What prompt could 
you use for reading the Bible? Would setting a Bible on the kitchen table the 
evening before remind you to read the next morning? Maybe something like 
a watering can (you’re watering the seeds sown)?  You know what works best 
for your family.

I’d love to hear how your family fits daily Bible reading into your routines. 
If you’ve tried it, let me know how it went by contacting me at my website 
www.sallycressman.com.

—Sally Cressman is the author of The Dance of Easter.
Sign up for her email list to receive

“31 Empowering Biblical Affirmations” cards. 

Reading the Bible with Your Child

Children are often the thirst-
iest when their mother is 
in the room. Every mother 
knows this through lived 
experience: our children are 
their “most real” selves with 
the caregivers who are pres-
ent  the most. My daughter 
might hide her pain or fear 
from a babysitter, putting on 
a brave face and “sucking it 
up” when I’m away. But the 
moment I am near, she no longer has to hide. She runs to me in her need be-
cause my presence is her permission to be vulnerable.

In the same way, we have a Father who provides for His children. True in-
timacy with our Father is built the same way: our neediness is amplified in 
His presence. When we are thirsty, we realize more than ever that our Fa-
ther is capable of giving us water so that we may “thirst no more.” It is in 
the raw, unpolished moments of our dependency that bring our awareness 
to His Fatherly provision. We move beyond mere ‘religion’ and into a resil-
ient, living friendship with the Creator, when we are honest about our needs.  
 
He is constantly at work throughout the world, tending to heartache and sick-
ness. We are a needy people. When Jesus walked among us, His nearness made 
us realize just how deep our dependency was. Like moths drawn to a light, the 
weary and the broken swarmed Him (Mark 3:7-12). They didn’t follow Him 

because they were healthy or whole; they followed Him because they were des-
perate for His touch (Matthew 9:20-22; Mark 2:1-17).

Moms, does that sound familiar? Just as my daughter’s needs become louder 
when I walk through the door, God’s nearness makes us more acutely aware of 
our own hunger and exhaustion. In the light of His sufficiency and power, we 
realize that nothing in this world truly compares (Philippians 3:8). We actually 
feel weaker in His presence (Matthew 11:28-30), not because He diminishes 
us, but because only in that vulnerable closeness can we make room for His 
sufficient Grace (2 Cor 12:9). He does not heal by shouting from a distance. 
He lays His hands on us, looking us in the face. That is the intimacy His power 
requires.

Thankfully, God became man and understands exactly what this dependency 
feels like. He wept in the garden; He was tempted in the wilderness; He was 
moved to anger by injustice. He knows our limits and longs to restore us to a 
“perpetual spring.” His heart is set on the restoration of all Creation, beginning 
with us.

He is a caretaking God—mending, feeding, healing, and washing. We see this 
in the Word, and we see it in the evidence of His Providence all around us 
today.

—Meg Strickland is a wife and mother of three girls. She was born and raised 
in Nashville, TN. Meg earned a master’s degree in Political Management from 

George Washington University, before settling in Marietta, GA. 

Body & Soul

The Thirst for Nearness



Spiritual Goal for May

If so, below is a simple outline for someone of any age who is not a Believer to act on their desire to accept Jesus Christ into their heart as their Savior. 

Plan of Salvation

God’s Plan of Salvation
God created us to honor and serve Him
Revelation 4:11: “You are worthy, O Lord, To receive glory and honor and 
power; For You created all things, And by Your will they exist and were 
created

Each of us has sinned against God
Romans 3:10: As it is written, “There is none righteous, no, not one”
Romans3:23: For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,

The penalty for sin is eternal separation from God and Heaven
Romans 6:23: For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal 
life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Good works cannot ever earn God’s forgiveness and Salvation
Titus 3:5: not by works of righteousness which we have done, but accord-
ing to His mercy He saved us.

God loves each of us
John 3:16: For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, 
that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.

Jesus Christ died on the cross in our place, paying the penalty for our sin
Romans 5:8: But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while 
we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

We each must accept Jesus Christ as our personal Savior
Romans 10:9: that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and 
believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be 
saved.

Romans 10:13: For “whoever calls on the name of the LORD shall be saved.”

To accept Christ into your heart and life, pray a simple prayer along these 
lines - “Dear God, I know that I am a sinner and I am sorry for my sins. I 
know that Jesus died for my sins and the sins of the world. Right now, I ask 
Jesus into my heart and receive Him as my personal Savior. Forgive me of 
my sins, thank you for saving me through the blood of Jesus. Please Lord, 
help me live for you. In Jesus name, amen.”

All scriptures are taken from The New King James Version of the Holy Bible.
If you do not have your own Bible, email publisher@nashchristian.com and we will 
make sure you receive one.

Has something in the magazine or something you have discussed with someone or some thoughts that you have had or 
something that you have heard, brought you to a point of realizing that you want and need to know Christ in the truest 
and personal sense?

If so, below is a simple outline for someone of any age who is not a Believer to act on their desire to accept Jesus Christ into their heart as their Savior. 

DO YOU HAVE YOUR OWN BIBLE?
 If you would like to receive a Bible at no cost, 

email ncfpublication@gmail.com. 

JOIN...me in prayer.

Lord Jesus, as we try to imagine how awesome You are...our 
praises just seem to bubble up from our soul. Right now, our 
thoughts are about the majesty of You creating the universe 
with its complexities...the planets...the sun...the stars...galaxies...
day and night...the four seasons...the gravitational pull of the 
moon making the ebb and flow of the sea waves...the ecosys-
tem...the animals, birds. fish...microscopic beings that serve 
Your purposes and making life sustainable on planet earth.
 
Lord, we could go on for hours letting our mind freely express 
the amazing wonders we recognize in Your powers...Your 
beauty...Your intelligence...and of course Your love for us...Your 
grace and mercy that transformed us from spiritual blindness to 
a person caught up in Your Light.

Lord Jesus, thank You for giving us this time to JUST TALK 
TO YOU. We need to always remember that You want to listen 
and talk with us. Feeling Your presence through the Holy Spirit 
gives us a spiritual...an emotional and even a physical HIGH...
that NOTHING in this world compares to. Yes, we are in AWE 
and want to join with our friends in telling You that it is AN 
OUT OF THIS WORLD EXPERIENCE to really know and love 
You.
 
Lord, thank You for our time together...this conversation...as 
You love us more than we love ourselves and know us better 
than we know ourselves. You TRULY KNOW JUST WHAT WE 
NEED. Let it be so PLEASE. We ask by speaking Your Name 
Lord Jesus. AMEN. 
 
—Ralph E. Vaughn
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Special Thanks to our
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Community Partners
who directly impact the ability of Nashville Christian Family 

to reach people with the Good News of Jesus Christ 
and other relevant and timely information.

Become a Partner & Spread Good News!
To find out how your company can become a 

Community Partner, visit NashChristian.com/Partner 
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& ORAL SURGERY

917 Society – www.917society.org, 615-200-6106

Cadie Bugg Studios – www.cadiebuggstudios.com, 615-801-7337

Ben Davis – www.selectpointebd.com, 615-584-4946

Bott Radio Network – www.bottradionetwork.com, 615-871-1160 

Century 21 Capital Properties - www.c21capitalproperties.com, 615-538-8330

Cookies Cabins and Condos – www.cookiescabinsandcondos.com  
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Music City Christian Fellowship – www.musiccitychristianfellowship.org
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Renewed Life Ministries Outreach – www.rlmo.org, 931-716-0733

Sight, The Movie – www.sight.drmingwang.com 

Solace Oral Surgery - www.solaceoralsurgery.com, 615-320-1392

Swanson Christian Products, www.swansoninc.com, 615-896-4114 
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The Salvation Army – Nashville Area Command – www.salvationarmynashville.org, 615-242-0411
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United Way of Greater Nashville – www.unitedwaygreaternashville.org, 615-255-8501

Wang Vision Institute – www.wangvisioninstitute.com, 615-257-8537
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Wonders Center and Science Museum – www.wonderscenter.org, 931-212-7990

https://www.ignite-cb.com/
http://www.musiccitychristianfellowship.org
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Call us today to schedule your consultation and start your journey towards a 
radiant new smile! Call 615-320-1392 and mention this ad.

with All-on-4 Treatment
$4500 Off Limited Time Offer!

Hablamos español!

Instant Results – Walk out with a brand-new, fully 
functional smile in just one day, or within 24 
hours!

Long-Lasting – Enjoy a permanent, stable solution 
that looks and feels like natural teeth.

Improved Health – Prevent bone loss and maintain 
your facial structure.

Enhanced Confidence – Eat, speak, and smile with 
confidence again.

Don’t miss this exclusive offer!
Transform your smile and your life with 

$4500 off your All-on-4 treatment. 

Our expert team at Solace Implant Center is ready to 
provide you with personalized care and cutting-edge 

treatment in a comfortable and welcoming environment. 

Are you tired of hiding your smile due to 
missing or damaged teeth? 

At Solace Implant Center and Oral Surgery, 
we have a life-changing solution just for you: 

the All-on-4 dental implant treatment. 

And now, for a limited time, you can enjoy 
$4500 off your All-on-4 treatment and Get a 

new smile today!

Complimentary 
Consultation for 

All on 4 Treatment 
Program 

with mention 
of this ad

& ORAL SURGERY
615-320-1392

SolaceOralSurgery.com
1707 State Street

Nashville, TN 37203

http://www.solaceoralsurgery.com
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